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Date of Previous Inspection: 15t June 2011

Executive Summary of Condition:

St Bartholomew’s church in Thurstaston is a particularly fine building. It is well presented and
cared for but now requires substantial works to bring it to a suitable standard of repair. The
key issue it faces is that of the roofs, all of which are in poor condition and in need of
reroofing. The sanctuary roof has an open section to the north pitch which requires urgent
holding repairs in advance of reroofing. Water is also entering the building at the abutment of
the vestry / organ chamber to the sanctuary which is causing significant damage to the

masonry.

Beyond the need for urgent reroofing of the church the parish is aware that they need to

address the issue of the poor heating system and the lack of basic facilities.

Within the church grounds the Old Tower is in need of roof and parapet gutter repairs and the
removal of several large trees should be discussed with the local authority. The trees of
particular concern are those leaning at the south boundary wall and those adjacent to the

north porch and lychgate.

Mark Pearce BA(Hons) BArch MA AA DipCon RIBA AABC
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View from North East

The north Porch. Note the Old Tower in background.
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View from south west.

View from south
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Internal view facing east.

Internal view facing west
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PLAN TO BE ADDED
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INTRODUCTION

SCOPE OF THE REPORT

This inspection was undertaken on 18" January 2016 by Mark Pearce BA(Hons)
BArch MA AA DipCon RIBA AABC under the terms of the Inspection of Churches

Measure 1955. It was the first inspection of this church undertaken by the author.

All orientations given are taken from “Ecclesiastical East”. Photographs are also

included where appropriate to assist the reader’s understanding of our findings.

The PCC should note that the Quinquennial Report is not a specification and cannot

be used for the purpose of obtaining estimates.

It is a condition of our insurers that the following paragraph be inserted in all our

condition reports:

“We have not inspected woodwork or other parts of the building which are covered,
unexposed or inaccessible and are therefore unable to report that any such part of

the property is free from defect”.

HISTORICAL NOTE, DESCRIPTION AND MATERIALS

It is believed that a church has been present on this site from at least the 12 century
and possibly earlier. The Norman church was taken down in 1820, and a new church
was completed in 1824. This church was in turn dismantled, although its tower still
stands to the immediate south of the current church. The new church was designed
by J. Loughborough Pearson, and was consecrated in 1886. A lychgate was erected

in memory of Thomas Henry Ismay of Dawpool in 1900.

The church is built in red sandstone, and has a tiled roof. It has a long thin plan form
consisting of a three-bay nave without aisles, a chancel divided into a choir and a
sanctuary, and a south vestry. Above the choir is a tower with a spire. There are
arches at the entrance to the chancel and the sanctuary and the nave and chancel

ceilings are stone vaulted.
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LISTING DESCRIPTION

Present Church
The church is grade II* listed. The listing description is as follows:-

WIRRAL

1755/4/299 STATION ROAD 15-NOV-62 THURSTASTON (South side) Church of St
Bartholomew (Formerly listed as: CHURCH LANE THURSTASTON Church of St

Bartholomew)

[I* Anglican church, 1883-6, by John Loughborough Pearson, red sandstone, red tiled

roof, ridge crest, ashlar interior, early Decorated style.

PLAN: Nave with north-west porch, chancel with crossing tower and broach spire
over choir, vestry to south side, stair turret to south-west angle between nave and

vestry.

EXTERIOR: Three-bay nave with stringcourse above base, sill course and
continuous hoodmould above windows, eaves cornice. Most windows have tracery in
an early decorated style. 3-light windows and short buttresses to north and south
sides. West end elevation with gableted angle buttresses, high 3-light west window
with roundel above containing sexfoil, head of window flanked by two gableted, blind
windows with simple tracery, floriated-style cross finial to ridge. North-west gabled
porch with angle buttresses and octagonal pinnacles, side returns lit by paired
guatrefoils with leaded glazing. Entrance of 2 orders with niche above containing
carved statue of St Bartholomew (1988), arched inner entrance with dog-tooth
moulding and dedication inscription, which reads 'TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN
MEMORY OF JOSEPH HEGAN OF DAWPOOL THIS CHURCH IS DEDICATED BY
HIS DAUGHTERS 1885', studded oak door with large, decorative strap hinges and
square-panelled reverse face. Short 2-bay sanctuary with higher roof, gableted set-
back buttresses, stringcourse above base and sill band, gable with gableted kneelers
and floriated cross finial, roundel containing trefoil to gable apex. Large 5-light east
window with paired sexfoils and quatrefoil traceried head flanked by blind lancets and
colonnettes. Blind arcades to north and south sides of sanctuary incorporate two
traceried, stained glass lancets. Tower set above choir with stringcourses and
gableted buttresses, tall 3-light window to north side with paired quatrefoils and trefoil
traceried head. Belfry stage with louvred Y-tracery windows, dentil cornice, broach
spire above with louvred lucarnes and parapet incorporating corner spirelets. Gabled

vestry and organ loft to south side of church beneath tower in style of shallow
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transept with short gableted buttresses, lozenge-shaped ridge stack, paired lancet
windows with cusped heads and roundel above containing three trefoils. Raised
arched doorway with keel-moulded jambs and studded oak door with decorative strap
hinges, accessed by pale sandstone steps with red sandstone relief wall. Swept
catslide roof to extension to east side with three small cusped lights to east return
with pale stained glass. South-west stair turret set to angle between nave and vestry
with conical stone roof, raised doorway with shouldered head and studded oak door

with decorative strap hinges accessed by pale sandstone steps.

INTERIOR: Ashlar interior with numerous wall-mounted memorials. Quadripartite
vaulting supported by corbelled wall shafts springing from stringcourse level; vaulting
to chancel with dog-tooth moulding. Interior height increases in turn from nave
through choir to sanctuary. Transverse arches to choir and sanctuary; that to choir
contains stone chancel screen. NAVE: Geometric patterned tiled floor to central aisle,
east and west ends, parquet floor to side seating areas. Dole cupboard of 1723
attached to north wall to left (west) of north entrance with carved inscription reading
'A.D.1732 Mary Ainsdale, late of Irby Mill Hill, left £5 to the poor of the Parish. The
interest thereof to be given to them in bread yearly on the Sacrament Days for ever. S
Mason CW'. Octagonal font below west window constructed of Mexican Onyx and
supported by eight Blue John shafts with onyx capitals and bases, stepped marble
base composed of three different types of marble. Alabaster pulpit to left (north) side
of choir arch with pierced quatrefoil latticework panels, green marble shafts and St
Anne marble base and steps. St Anne marble chancel step. Choir arch contains
stone chancel screen with slender shafts supporting tripartite, trefoil-traceried, cusped
arched openings; that to centre is wider than the outer divisions. Screen's outer
divisions spring from low chancel wall with ornate, part-gilded wrought-iron gates.
CHOIR: Geometric patterned tiled floor to choir stalls with encaustic tile border.
Organ case of 1905 to south side designed by Richard Norman Shaw in memory of
Thomas Henry Ismay with ornate gilded and painted side panels by Robert Christie,
contains Willis organ with tin pipes. Panelled door to left (east) of organ leads into
small vestry and organ loft. Circular bell opening with cover incorporating spy-hole to
centre of choir's vaulted ceiling. St Anne marble sanctuary step. SANCTUARY: 2
narrow bays, marble and encaustic tiled floor incorporating stepped altar platform
(tiles probably by Godwin of Hereford). Elaborate alabaster relief reredos below east
window depicts resurrection and incorporates angels in niches. Stepped sedilia to
south wall with Early Decorated arcade incorporating dog-tooth moulding and integral
credence shelf. STAINED GLASS: Some by Clayton & Bell, including the west
window, which depicts the childhood of Christ. East Window depicts the Ascension.
Other windows include later window to south side of nave opposite north entrance

depicting St Bartholomew, paid for by parishioners in memory of Reverend John
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Dodd, Rector 1922-34. VESTRY: Parquet floor in herringbone and square-basket
patterns, vaulted ceiling to eastern end of room, timber choir loft forms ceiling over
western half of room. TOWER: Stair turret contains stone spiral stair leading up to
bell-ringing chamber. Bell-ringing chamber contains original clock and pulley
mechanism housed in timber cases, spy-hole with later cover, ladder stair provides
access into bell chamber above. Five original bells, sixth ‘Jubilee Bell' installed in
2002 to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II's Golden Jubilee, metal gantry and ladder

access on to spire parapet.

SUBSIDIARY FEATURES: Lych gate to north corner of churchyard constructed in
1900, designed by Richard Norman Shaw, in memory of Thomas Henry Ismay.
Timber-framed with red sandstone ashlar to lower part of side walls incorporating
bench seating, three unglazed lights to timber upper part of side walls with
Decorated-style traceried heads, low timber gates to north entrance with Early
Decorated panels to lower part. Gableted red tiled roof with decorative timber
bargeboards and carved central pendants, crown post roof structure, dedication
inscription to north face of central tie beam reads 'TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN
LOVING MEMORY OF THOMAS HENRY ISMAY, ERECTED BY MARGARET
ISMAY, NOVEMBER 1900'. Attached low churchyard wall constructed of red
sandstone re-used from previous 1824 church, raised triangular copings, partly
stepped to eastern side, incorporates small decorative wrought-iron gate to western
side of churchyard and small timber gate with Early Decorated panels (in same style

as that of lych gate) to eastern side of churchyard.

HISTORY: The present Church of St Bartholomew replaced an earlier church that
was constructed in 1824, but which was largely demolished in ¢1885-7 due to the
encroachment of ivy. The church's tower still stands within the graveyard and is
Grade Il designated. This 1824 church had in turn replaced an earlier Anglo-Saxon
church that was demolished in 1820. Stone from the 1824 church was used to build a

wall around the present churchyard.

In 1871 it was proposed that the second church should be replaced. Mrs Grace Ellen
Kennard and Mrs Agnes Kennard, the daughters of the late Joseph Hegan of a
nearby house known as Dawpool, provided £4500 for a new church to be erected in
their father's memory. Thomas Henry Ismay, chairman of the White Star Line and the
Oceanic Steam Navigation Company, and also the subsequent owner of Dawpool
which he demolished in favour of a new house by Richard Norman Shaw, also

provided substantial funding for the church's construction.

10
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It was not until 1883 that John Loughborough Pearson (1817-97) was commissioned
to produce a design for the church, and the completed building was consecrated on 7
January 1886 by the Right Reverend Dr William Stubbs, Bishop of Chester. A lych
gate designed by Richard Norman Shaw was erected to the north of the church in

memory of Thomas Henry Ismay in 1900.

John Loughborough Pearson was a pupil of Ignatius Bonomi, and later an assistant to
Anthony Salvin and Philip Hardwick before establishing his own practice in 1843
designing and restoring churches (although Pearson's work concentrated on
churches he also designed secular buildings, including numerous houses). During his
career Pearson was architect to a number of cathedrals, including Lincoln, Bristol,
Canterbury, Chichester, Exeter, Gloucester, Peterborough, Rochester and
Westminster Abbey. He also designed Truro Cathedral in 1878-9. Pearson was
elected a fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in 1860 and was
awarded the RIBA gold medal in 1880. He also became a Royal Academician in the

same year.

SOURCES: Fawcett J, Seven Victorian architects: William Burn, Philip and Philip
Charles Hardwick, Sydney Smirke, J L Pearson, G F Bodley, Alfred Waterhouse and
Edwin Lutyens, (1976) Howell P & Sutton | (Eds.), The Faber Guide to Victorian
Churches, (1989), 116 Pevsner N & Hubbard E, The Buildings of England Series.
Cheshire, (2003), 361-2 Quiney A, John Loughborough Pearson, (1979) St
Bartholomew, Thurstaston with St Chad, Irby. Various historical information available
on HTTP: http://www.btinternet.com/~martin.amlot/ Accessed 22/2/10. Waterhouse P,
rev. Quiney A. 'Pearson, John Loughborough (1817-1897)' in Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography. Available on HTTP: http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/21720
Accessed 22/2/10.

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION: The Church of St Bartholomew, Station Road,
Thurstaston and Irby, an Anglican church constructed in 1883-86 to the designs of
John Loughborough Pearson, is designated at Grade II* for the following principal

reasons:

* Architectural quality: Its exterior design possesses an acute attention to detail and
proportion; producing a church with a sense of monumentality despite its small size *
Designer: It was designed by the nationally renowned architect, John Loughborough
Pearson, one of the leading church architects of the C19, and is an excellent example
of his work * Interior quality: The richly decorated, quadripartite-vaulted interior
demonstrates Pearson's particular area of skill and expertise in vaulting, and

achieves grandeur on a small scale with lofty proportions and a clearly defined

11
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progression of space * Interior features: The striking interior incorporates numerous
high quality features, including a traceried stone chancel screen, ornate alabaster
reredos, alabaster and marble pulpit, an encaustic tiled and marble sanctuary floor,
and some stained glass by Clayton & Bell, using superior quality materials and
craftsmanship * Historic interest: One of the church's principal patrons was Thomas
Henry Ismay, founder and chairman of the White Star Line. Ismay's personal friend,
the eminent late C19 architect Richard Norman Shaw designed later features for the
church, including an elaborate organ case (1905) and a timber-framed lych gate

(1900), both in Ismay's memory

Listing NGR: SJ2473184115

Previous church tower

The previous church tower within the churchyard is also listed grade Il. The listing
description is as follows:-

This list entry was subject to a Minor Amendment on 16/05/2014

SJ 28 SW 4/300

WIRRAL CHURCH LANE (south side) Thurstaston Tower of former church of St.

Bartholomew approximately 30 metres to south-west of present church

(Formerly listed as Tower of former church of St. Bartholomew approx. 3 metres to

south-west of present church)

15.11.62

GV Il Tower. 1824. Stone. Rectangular tower of 3 stages. 2 bands. Embattled
parapet. Small window to west, rubble walling marking former nave to east has
inserted plaque inscribed with names of church wardens and date. Round- headed

bell openings have plain archivolts and are louvred.

Listing NGR: SJ2471784078

12
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Sundial

Within the churchyard is a sundial which is listed grade Il. The listing description is as
follows:-

This list entry was subject to a Minor Amendment on 19/05/2014

SJ 28 SW 4/301

WIRRAL, Thurstaston CHURCH LANE (south side), Sundial approx 40m to south of

St. Bartholomew's Church

(Formerly listed as Sundial approx 4m. to south of St. Bartholomew's Church)

G.V. 1

Sundial. Dated 1844. Stone. Chamfered shaft on square steps. Brass plate, gnomon

missing.

Listing NGR: SJ2475984079

A4 WORK CARRIED OUT SINCE THE LAST INSPECTION

The church keeps a detailed log book. The following pertinent works were carried out

since the last inspection.
The log book records the following works as having been completed:
e 2012, Gutters, downpipes and brackets were replaced with exception of
those to the tower and the square section downpipe to the south side of the

chancel.

e 2013, All of the window surrounds masonry was raked out and repointed.

13
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EXTERIOR

FOUNDATION

The foundations were not exposed as part of this inspection however no movement to

the church was noted generally that would suggest that they are inadequate.

WALLS

General Description
The church is entirely constructed of red sandstone of regular courses all with fine
ashlar finish which is finely tooled; tooling to the walling masonry is slightly more

pronounced.

Nave North Elevation

Nave, North Elevation

The north elevation of the nave comprises three bays, two of which incorporate three
light windows, the west bay has the projecting open north porch. A tree is growing
relatively close to the masonry between the porch and the nave wall which appears to
be well maintained and has been regularly pruned back. The church are encouraged

to continue with this level of maintenance and consider removal to reduce the amount

14
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of algal growth which is occurring on the masonry and remove a potential hazard of

leaves blocking gutters.

Erosion to central buttress. Note cement pointing.

Some erosion to the masonry is noted to the central buttress between the two
windows to this elevation, this is presumably due to the run off from the weatherings.
Some localised repointing works may be advisable. It was also noted that the wall
appears to be generally pointed with a thin bed of cement mortar whereas the spalling
away lime can be seen behind. Presently this isn’t causing excessive erosion of the

masonry.

North Porch

The north porch projects from the first west bay of the north side of the church and is
a single bay in depth. It incorporates quatrefoil windows to both the east and west
elevations and has a large arched opening with a niche above in which a statue of St
Bartholomew has been placed. The gable is flanked with pinnacles. The gable is
surmounted by a cross. Again the masonry has been pointed with cement mortar
generally though is weathering reasonably well, however the pointing to the north
elevation is spalling away as it is very thinly bedded and would ideally be removed

and repointed.

Light vegetation growth was also noted growing from coping stones, this vegetation

should be removed and the coping stones repointed with lime mortar.

15
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Vegetation growth to copings. / cement flashing to north porch.

Detail of shallow cement pointing that is failing.

Chancel, North Elevation

This elevation comprises a single bay with two single lights inset with blind arcading
to either side with plain walling masonry beneath. Again the masonry is pointed with
relatively shallow cement mortars but the masonry appears to be weathering

generally very well.

16
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Chancel north elevation. Chancel south elevation. Note water saturated
masonry and vegetation growth.

Chancel, East Elevation

The east elevation is gabled with a large five light east window inset centrally with one
bay of blind arcading to the north and south. Two buttresses extend eastward and
there is a single circular quatrefoil opening at high level within the gable. Beneath the
window is plain masonry and it would appear that ground levels at the east end has
risen while those round the remainder of the church have been lowered as the
weathering to the plinth is flush with the gravel pathway around the perimeter of the
church to this area. Again all is pointed with a shallow cement mortar, however the

masonry appears to be weathering well.

Chancel, South Elevation

The chancel south elevation is a mirror image to that to the north, however, abutting
its lower section to the west side is the lower projecting element of the vestry. The
vestry is attributed to Norman Shaw who extended the vestry to accommodate the

new Willis organ installed in 1905 in memory of his close friend Thomas Ismay.

The junction between the vestry and the sanctuary is particularly poor; coping stones
to the vestry roof cross the leaded glass within the sanctuary. The cement flashings
are failing and gutters appear to be overflowing, as a consequence the masonry is
clearly saturated and light vegetation growth is taking hold. Erosion to the masonry is
occurring due to the water saturation and freeze/flaw cycle. Repointing is required
and possibly small sections of masonry renewal once the roof and rainwater issues

are resolved.

17
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Vestry and Organ Chamber

The vestry and organ chamber projects from the south side of the tower with a
section of the vestry extending across the west portion of the sanctuary. The south
elevation is gabled with the flue to the boilers beneath rising above. Set in the centre
of the south elevation are two lancet windows with a rose window above those. An
external door to the vestry is located to the east side of this elevation. The east
elevation incorporates a three light window while plain masonry faces westwards with

a single string course crossing its centre.

All again is pointed with a shallow cement mortar and some excessive erosion to the
masonry is noted to the high level sections of the gable. The position of the flue
within the wall is also quite evident due to the sulphate staining to the masonry that

follows the line of the flue.

Vestry, south elevation. Vestry, east elevation. Water saturated masonry.

Water saturation and erosion of the masonry was noted at the abutment to the
sanctuary due to the poor flashing/ weathering detail and one coping stone has
spalled to the east pitch though this is sound at the present time and no work is
recommended. Repointing to the saturated masonry to the east elevation should be
carried out once the roofing issues are resolved and consideration should be given to

repointing the south elevation gable while high level access is available.

Nave, South Elevation
The nave south elevation comprises three bays, each with three light windows inset,

the first and second bay from the east end is subdivided by a buttress, however no

18
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buttress is located between the first and second from the west end. The nave
windows are relatively high set with a large expanse of ashlar masonry beneath.
Again all has been pointed with a shallow cement mortar, but the masonry appears to

be weathering generally well.

Nave west elevation and details of eroded masonry.

Nave, West Elevation

The west elevation is gabled with a large three light window centrally set with blind
niches / tracery located to the north and the south. Set within the gable above the
last three light window is a rose window which illuminates the roof space.
Surmounting the gable is a cross and as with the nave, there is a large expanse of
ashlar masonry beneath the west window. There is a considerable amount of erosion
to the masonry to this elevation (some of which is wind erosion), notably to the south
buttress and west buttress areas and there has also been some loss of detail to the
north blind niche. Cement pointing will be exacerbating these areas of erosion and
some masonry repairs are likely to be required if not in this Quinquennium certainly in

the next.

19
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WINDOW OPENINGS AND PROTECTION

Window openings are generally described within the walling section above. The
windows are generally unprotected. The exception to this are the window to the

vestry.

East windows to vestry. Note corrosion to iron bars / grille.

The vestry east windows have had iron bars fixed across, presumably there were
issues of break-ins through these windows prior to these straps being fixed. This iron
strapping is corroding slightly and in need of redecoration. Ideally this railing would
be fixed across the window with the use of non-ferrous metal to prevent future

spalling of the masonry.

Polycarbonate sheets have also been fixed into the window openings to the lower
sections of the south vestry/organ chamber windows. The reason for the application
of this protection to the lower section only is unclear however it has been sealed into
the window opening by the use of mastic and it is clear that the saddle bars internally
between the leaded glass and the polycarbonate are corroding due to condensation.
The existing polycarbonate should be removed and new polycarbonate inserted with

an air gap around the perimeter supported on stainless steel fixings.

20
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Polycarbonate window protection. Note corroding saddles bars.

Corroding metal casement and distorted glass.

To the same south vestry windows the leaded glass to the upper two panels is set
into a metal casement to which has had a wire mesh fixed across it. This wire mesh
is corroding as is the metal casement frame and the glass panels appear to be
heavily distorted generally. Re-leading of this glass and repair to saddle bars,
removal of poor quality window protection should be considered within the

Quinquennium.

21
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The general condition of the stained leaded glass is considered within section C6 of
this report.

EXTERNAL DOORS

Doors openings are generally described within the walling section above.

There are three external doors to the church all vertically boarded with iron strap
hinges. They are all single leaf doors and located to the north porch, the vestry and
spiral staircase to the tower, the latter two of which are located to the south side of

the church. All appear to be in sound condition.

RAINWATER GOODS AND DISPOSAL SYSTEM

All of the rainwater goods, downpipes and gutters are of cast iron and appear to be in
generally good condition, however downpipe to the south side of the sanctuary is a
rectangular section as opposed to circular sections seen elsewhere. It is a
particularly awkward design with many bends and twists which mean it will be prone
to blocking. This could be contributing to the water saturation issues to this elevation
of the sanctuary.

Detail of south sanctuary downpipe. Blocked hopper to tower.

22
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Light vegetation growth is also taking hold within the gutter to the east side of the
vestry and to the hopper to the east side of the tower, all of which should be cleared.

North porch west downpipe.

The downpipe to the west side of the north porch has its shoe set particularly high
relative to the gulley and the section over the plinth is tight against the masonry. An
additional section of pipe should be inserted to lower the shoe down into the gulley
and suit the plinth offset. Downpipes have shoes and discharge into open gulleys.

Many of the gulleys are blocked with leaf litter and silt and should be cleared.

ROOF COVERINGS

General Description

The roofs are covered with cambered clay tiles with crested clay ridges. The church
has a simple roof form of a pitched roof over the nave, a pitched roof over the
sanctuary and a pitched roof over the vestry/organ chamber. The eaves kick up at

the gutter locations. The roofs are in generally very poor condition.

23
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Nave south pitch. General photograph.

Nave south pitch. Detail of abutment to tower.

Nave, South Pitch
Missing tiles were noted particularly at the abutment to the tower. The first six or so

courses beneath the ridge tiles appear particularly disrupted though further disrupted

tiles are evident at the eaves location. There is also clear evidence of replacement

24



4268 St Bartholomew, Thurstaston. Quinquenail Inspection Report January 2016

tiles having been inserted of different types and colours, although not radically

different so as to be visually intrusive.

Nave north pitch. General photograph.

Nave north pitch details.

Nave, North Pitch
The nave north pitch takes prevailing weather from the estuary, its condition is worse

than that to the south with copious missing tiles and evidence of replacement.

Vegetation growth is also taking hold. It is in urgent need of renewal.

25
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Nave Roof Space

The interior of the roof space over the nave is accessed by an opening in the wall
within the bell ringing chamber. This opening is crudely formed; it is likely to be a
later addition to the church building which may explain why there is no access over

the east roof void over the sanctuary.

Nave roof space. General photograph.

The roof is structured by four large purlins and rafters. There are no true trusses as
such but tie beams with a king post and struts and braces supporting the first purlin.
None of the tiles have been nailed. There is no felting under the tiles and the lime
parging has spalled away. The roof is likely to be that installed at the time of the
churches construction. It is also quite evident that a number of replacement tiles have

been inserted throughout the roof.

Original tiles appear to have two nibs with ribs to the reverse face and are not brand
marked. Replacement tiles by Dreadnought amongst others were quite clearly
evident. Cracked and slipped tiles adjacent to the tower particularly were noted
however the condition of the roof timbers appears to be generally good at the present
time although the wallplate could not be inspected due to a section of masonry which
is built up close to the eaves position. The roofspace also appears to be reasonably

well ventilated due to openings at eaves positions.

26



4268 St Bartholomew, Thurstaston. Quinquenail Inspection Report January 2016

Details of cracked, displaced and replacement tiles.

There is some build-up of dust, dirt and rubble over the stone vault so the stone
vaulting itself could not be directly inspected. However all is appeared to be solid and

stable.

Sanctuary north pitch.
Sanctuary, North Pitch

The sanctuary north pitch roof is in exceedingly poor condition and has a large

opening section at the eaves. Vegetation growth is also taking hold adjacent to the
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tower. Immediate urgent repairs are required to restrict the amount of water ingress

possible through the failing roof prior to complete reroofing.

Sanctuary, South Pitch
The sanctuary south pitch roof is in better condition than that to the north however
cracked and disrupted tiles are clearly evident. Vegetation is also taking hold at the

abutment to the tower and there are large openings between crests.

Sanctuary south pitch.

North Porch
North porch has a simple pitched tile roof as seen elsewhere. Again disrupted,
cracked and missing tiles are evident to both east and west pitches as well as light

vegetation growth. Reroofing is now necessary.
Vegetation growth is particularly evident to the east pitch of the north porch due to the

proximity of the adjacent holly tree which emphasises the need for radical pruning or

its removal.
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North porch east pitch.

Vestry and organ chamber, east pitch.

Vestry and Organ Chamber, East Pitch
The east pitch has two sections of differing pitches. The main gable section is
relatively steep before its pitch softens as it travels over the east section of the vestry.

Vegetation growth is taking hold to both the abutment to the tower at the flashing
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locations and to the coping stones to the south gable. The flashing detail across the
sanctuary window is particularly poor and cement flaunching is spalling and failing in
this location. High level access would be required to ascertain the detail for the
weathering of the coping stone as it abuts the sanctuary window and consideration
would need to be given as how this could be improved as part of any re-roofing

project.

Vestry and organ chamber, west pitch.

Vestry and Organ Chamber, West Pitch
This pitch appears to be in better condition to that at the east and is of a single
steeper pitch, however disrupted and missing tiles are still evident and re-roofing

should be undertaken as part of the whole re-roofing of the church building generally.

TOWERS

There are two towers within the church grounds, one to the church itself and that of

the freestanding tower to the earlier church which was demolished.

The tower to the present day church

This tower is located at the junction between the sanctuary and the nave over the
choir. It comprises two stages of tower which is parapeted with a broach spire rising
above. The tower has louvres to the upper stage, 2 no. each, with two lancet windows
to the north and south sections. A spiral staircase rises on the south west corner. To

the north elevation is a third stage which incorporates a three light window opening
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which gives light into the choir. The window cill to this window lines through with
those to the nave. Beneath this window is plain ashlar masonry. Rising to the four
corners of the tower are pinnacles. The spire has lucarnes at the lower stage to all

four faces.

The general condition of the tower appears to be good and it is reported that this
tower and spire was repointed in the late 1990’s. It was noted that the gutters to the
parapet all appear to be lined with relatively new leadwork. Some erosion to window
masonry was noted to the masonry, none of which is of undue concern at the present
time. However, vegetation is taking hold to the weathering beneath the

louvres/second stage which is in need of removal and localised repointing.

South elevation of tower. Note vegetation growth Open mortar joints and wind erosion to spiral stair.
beneath lancet windows.

Erosion to the masonry is particularly pronounced to the south elevation beneath the
window openings and above the roof to the vestry where vegetation is taking hold
and excessive rainwater run-off is occurring. Similar erosion of masonry was noted to
the east facing buttress in this area. Localised repointing and removal of vegetation

is necessary and should be undertaken as part of any re-roofing project.

Finally, the upper section of the masonry to the spiral staircase has large open mortar
joints and evidence of wind erosion to the masonry itself. Repointing works should be
undertaken to the upper sections of the spiral staircase as part of any re-roofing
works. Water penetration/condensation was evident in this area internally and the

poor quality of the masonry and repointing could be contributing to this issue.
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The Old Tower

The old tower is constructed of generally irregularly coursed ashlar red sandstone,
however rubble masonry has been used to the east face which was once concealed
internally and presumably rendered. It comprises three stages with louvred openings
to the upper stage and plain masonry generally to the lower two stages with window
openings to the second stage to the south west and north elevations by a single
window opening facing west to the first stage. Also within the first stage facing east is
a door opening. A stone is inset above the door opening recording churchwardens W
Johnson and T Riley of the date 1824. In plan form the tower is particularly long and
thin, the longer dimension being north to south. The tower is parapeted, has a

flagpole mounted to its south face which is raised via ropes fixed externally.

The general quality of the masonry appears to be sound however it has been pointed
generally with cement mortars and the rubble masonry facing eastwards is in

relatively poor condition though sound presently.

Cement pointed movement crack.

Some movement cracking is also noted which has been pointed in cement and

appears not to have not moved significantly since repointing.

The old tower roof is pitched but with a slate finish and stone ridge tiles. The pitch is
particularly shallow and much of the slate has been either mortar repaired or cracked.
The gutter is a very shallow and narrow lead gutter which is substantially blocked with
vegetation and silt and the lead flashing to the parapet wall is detached. Merlons that
were accessible from the roof hatch moved slightly when tested but are reasonably
stable presently. Roof repair works are advisable to this structure before serious and
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more substantial repairs become necessary. At the very least the perimeter gutters

should be cleared out and the lead refixed. Re-roofing would be the ideal solution.

Roof and parapet gutter to the Old Tower.
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There is a timber shed located to the west side of the old tower which is in a
dilapidated state with failed roof covering and detaching west timber panel wall. It

should be removed or replaced.

Dilapidated shed abutting the Old Tower.
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INTERIOR

TOWER

The tower to the present day church

Interior of spiral staircase. Note moisture to masonry face.

Spiral staircase

The bell ringing chamber is accessed via a spiral staircase with an external door to
the south side of the church. The stair is in sound condition, there is no handrail or
rope, however it is a particularly small spiral staircase and you are able to brace
yourself against the masonry. Walls are of fairfaced red sandstone. Some moisture /

condensation was noted to the internal face of this masonry.

Bell Ringing Chamber

The bell ringing chamber has fairfaced masonry walls with timber boarded ceiling to
the floor above and exposed timber joists and bracing. The floor is also of timber and
covered with carpet. All appears to be in sound condition. Within this chamber is a
clock mechanism which has not been electrified. It was produced by Gillett and Co of

Croyden in 1885 and appears to be in sound condition.

Set into the west wall is an opening which allows access into the roof void over the

nave. Unfortunately no access to the roof void over the chancel is provided.
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Roughly formed opening into nave roof void. The bell chamber.

Belfry and Interior of Spire

Access to the belfry and the interior of the spire is via a timber stair from the bell
ringing chamber. Walls are all of red fairffaced masonry. The floor is oak boarded
and the ceiling is actually the interior of the spire. The spire is particularly lofty and

inspection of the cross tree wasn’t possible from within the belfry unfortunately.

Set within each of the four faces to the tiled section of the belfry are two sets of
louvres which are of oak and have been protected with wire meshing internally. All
appear to be in sound condition. Sat within the space is an oak framed peal of six
bells one of which chimed by the clock. The condition of the bells visually appears to
be sound as does the bell frame. The interior of the space generally is very clean and

tidy for which the church should be commended.

Spanning over the top of the bell frame is a modern galvanised metal gantry system
that gives access to an external hatch to the roof which allows views over the roof

and access to the parapet gutter of the tower.

All four sides of the tower are accessible via openings within the turret/spirelets to the
four corners. The opening is particularly small and tight and this restricted the
inspection possible particularly to the south side. From what could be inspected

however all appeared to be sound.
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The door to the external hatch to the parapet gutters was sticking at the time of the

inspection and needs easing and adjustment.

The Old Tower

The old tower has three stages to the interior, ground floor, intermediate chamber and
upper floor/roof space. All walls are fairfaced red sandstone with lime pointing and
some residual elements of lime plaster. The upper floors have timber boarded floors
and the ground floor is stone flagged. Walls all appear to be generally sound though
there are some quite substantial open mortar joints and some slightly loose masonry
to the west louvre area to the upper stage, a small section of which was removed

during the inspection to prevent it from falling.

The upper stage has louvres fixed into all four faces, one each, of timber and appear

to be relatively modern and sound.

The roof has been underdrawn with modern bituminous felt which has been pierced
to the east side in several locations and there is also a roof hatch on this pitch which

is of timber and is heavily decayed and in need of replacement.

Roof access hatch decayed.

Access through the chambers is via timber ladders, the first stage of which is vertical

and not ideal and therefore access should be restricted to only able bodied people.
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The roof is drained by an internal modern plastic downpipe which appears to be

sound.

Lintols to the louvres are of timber and have decayed slightly but are sound presently.
It was noted that the louvres do not have any bird protection to the internal face, the
church may wish to consider installing some to prevent nesting and debris from being
deposited within the tower. It was noted that the residual remains of some bird nests

within the upper stage.

The intermediate floor has window openings to three faces which have been glazed

with Georgian wired glass in modern timber frames, they appear to be visually sound.
The ground floor stage has a single window opening facing westward which again is

of Georgian wired glass in a timber frame. There is a gap around the perimeter of the

timber frame but all appears to be generally sound.
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ROOF STRUCTURES AND CEILINGS

The ceilings throughout the church are quadripartite-vaulted, the vaults are divided
into three sections, the first is over the sanctuary, the second under the tower which is
over the choir and third to the nave. That to the choir area incorporates a hatch to
give access for raising the bells and the stone vaulted ceiling over the sanctuary is
particularly decorative and incorporates dog tooth detailing whereas those elsewhere

are generally plain and simple.

Water damage to vault within sanctuary.

The general condition of all of the stone vaults appears to be good. However water
staining and salt precipitation was noted in both the sanctuary area and the nave, the
most significant area of which is within the sanctuary immediately above the
altar/reredos and to the south side where the sanctuary abuts the tower. This relates
to a downpipe and flashing detail externally which is in poor condition / poorly

designed.
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INTERNAL WALLS

All walls throughout the church are of ashlar masonry, the same red masonry as seen
externally. Within the nave and sanctuary there are areas of water damage. To the
north wall, the first bay between the porch and the window, is the area of most
notable damage within the nave. This relates to the location of an external downpipe.
The wall was dry at the time of the inspection and therefore this is deemed to be
historic and prior to the replacement of the rainwater pipes.

Water damage within the sanctuary however is of greater concern and this is most
notably to the south wall above the sedilia. This relates to the abutment of the vestry
and an awkward arrangement of downpipe and guttering. This also corresponds with
the area of water damage noted to the vaulting in this area. The water damage is
such that the face of the masonry has become friable, particularly to the area around
the window to the west side of this wall and mortar joints are beginning to fail. Some
of the mortar may be cement which is exacerbating the decay to the stonework.
Once roof repairs are carried out this wall should be allowed to dry thoroughly before
considering the works required to repair it. The gentle removal of loose material and
repointing is likely to be required.

Water damage within sanctuary.
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Detail of water damage within sanctuary.

The adjoining sandstone wall within the vestry also exhibits evidence of water

damage.

Placed against the north wall of the choir / sanctuary is a cast iron surround which
conceals a modern radiator. There is a considerable amount of blackening of the wall
above this radiator location which is of purely cosmetic concern and therefore no

action is recommended.

INTERNAL PARTITIONS AND DOORS

The church has few internal partitions and doors, however there is a timber panelled
door to the vestry from the choir and timber door to the right of the organ which leads
into the internal space behind the organ. All appear to be sound.

Finally there is a stone screen that separates the choir from the nave comprising of

two slender columns with tracery above; again off of which appears to be in sound

condition.
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FLOORS

Nave

The nave has a geometric tiled floor at the west end around the font and down the
central aisle, pew areas are level with the aisle but have timber floors. The quarry
tiles at the east end in front of the choir steps show some erosion and there is some
evidence of tiles having been reset/replaced around the pulpit. Damage to the tiles
may well be due to ground water issues particularly at the east end as efflorescence

is noted.

Damaged floor tiles within nave.

There are also some slight loose tiles to the north aisle area adjacent to floor grilles
which run down the perimeter of the aisle and abut onto the timber floors to the pews,
resetting of the loose tiles is essential and in due course some replacement of tiles

particularly at the east end may be required but not likely within this Quinquennium.

Choir

The choir floor has an encaustic tile floor to the central aisle and timber block floors
underneath the choir stalls. The central aisle is predominantly covered with modern
carpet which is a little worn but appears to be sound. Steps from the nave and up

into the sanctuary are of black marble.
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Sanctuary floor.

Sanctuary

The sanctuary floor is also of encaustic tile but the steps to the altar are of white
marble and the encaustic pattern tiled floor is particularly elaborate incorporating fleur
de lys etc and sections of marble. The altar has been brought forward and supported
over the first step by turned timber blocks. The altar as a consequence appears to
fall slightly to the west when viewed from the side but seems reasonably stable. The

floor appear to be in sound condition.
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GLAZING

All windows throughout the church, nave, choir and sanctuary areas are of stained
leaded glass, generally of Victorian date, though two 20" century windows were
noted in the nave. General condition of the glass appears to be good from what could
be observed from ground level. It was noted that opening lights to the upper sections
are closed and it was reported that these have been sealed relatively recently. This
prevents any ventilation of the interior being possible. Given that it is likely that there
is some corrosion to the metal casements to these opening lights some work should
be required to renew or to refurbish the opening sections to allow them to operate

smoothly and to be re-strung.

Detail of sealed opening window within nave.

Within the vestry the windows are purely of coloured quarry glass. Details of defects

noted are recorded within section B3 of this report.
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ORGAN CHAMBER / VESTRY

The vestry / organ chamber has a woodblock floor which although a little uneven
appears to be sound. Ceilings in the vestry are stone vaulted, however the majority
of the ceiling is occupied by the organ and therefore could not be fully inspected.
What could be observed appeared to be in sound condition though some water
damage was noted particularly at the east end where the defective roof and downpipe

has been noted. Walls are also of red sandstone with water damage at the east end.

Water damage within vestry.

NORTH PORCH

Although the north porch is open it is a covered and thus effectively a semi-internal
space, it has a geometric tiled floor with walls of fairfaced masonry and rafters and
timber boarding exposed to the roof above. Benches of stone have been built against
the walls to the east and west. Netting has been inserted beneath the rafters to

prevent birds roosting and nesting in these areas.
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North porch door and opening.

The door entrance within the porch to the north wall is particularly finely carved with
flower crockets and dog tooth detailing and an inscription above. All appears to be

sound.

FITTINGS AND FURNITURE INCLUDING THE ORGAN

Nave
Pews are fitted throughout the nave and there is a very small amount of space at both
the west and east end for circulation and gathering. The pews are modest and

appear to be sound.

At the west end is a font constructed of Mexican Onyx and supported by eight Blue

John shafts with onyx capitals. It is lead-lined and again appears to be sound.

Also at the west end are a collection of modern shelves and tables, all of which
appear to be sound and at the east end is located an alabaster pulpit, a timber eagle
lectern and a timber bookcase enclosure for the book of remembrance. Again all of

which appear to be sound

At the east end of the nave there is a brass lectern adjacent to an alabaster pulpit

with open fretwork. Both appear to be in good condition.
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Choir

Within the choir are choir stalls all of which are in sound condition.

To the south side the organ which was built by Henry Willis and Sons to designs
designs by Dr A.L. Peace, organist of St. George's Hall in Liverpool. It was presented
by the daughters of Thomas Henry Ismay in 1900;installed in 1905 and rebuilt in
1963, and further modifications were made in 1985 by Rushworth and Dreaper, and
in 1994 by Keith Ledson . It has a particularly fine case with painted panels with
gilding flanking the pipes in an Italian style by Norman Shaw (painting by Robert

Christie). Visually all appears to be in sound condition.

Organ.

Iron gates separate the nave from the choir, painted black, with decorative elements

picked out in gold and appear to be sound.

47



4268 St Bartholomew, Thurstaston. Quinquenail Inspection Report January 2016

Sanctuary
The altar is a simple oak altar which is panelled and dressed. Also within the space
are chairs and desks which appear to be earlier than the church but also in sound

condition.

Reredos.

Again to the east wall is a fine alabaster reredos portraying the ascension which is in

fine condition.

C10 MONUMENTS

Nave
At the west end of the nave are 4 no. marble monuments located on the west, north
and south walls which are of 18™ century in date or early to mid-19" century, all of

which appear to be sound.
Located across the south wall there is a selection of brass plaques, 9 in number,

which date from the mid-20™" century through to the beginning of the 19t century, all

of which appear to be sound.
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A coat of arms of Queen Anne is located over the north door entrance, it is
constructed of timber which is painted. One of the boards to this coat of arms has
opened up slightly and the paint finish doesn’t appear to be in particularly fine

condition, however visually it appears to be sound at the present time.

Queen Anne coat of arms

Sanctuary
Fixed above the north and south walls are a selection of brass plaques, 7 in total,
again of a range of dates from the 19" and 20" century, all of which appear to be

sound.

Vestry
within the vestry there is a brass monument, partly concealed behind some shelving

which is unpolished but appears to be in sound condition visually

HEATING CHAMBER

The heating chamber is accessed off the same spiral stair that leads up to the belfry.
The heating chamber is located directly underneath the vestry and comprises of a

vaulted ceiling of red sandstone, red sandstone walls and paving slabs on earth, all of

the walls have been lime-washed.
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Sat within the floor is a small pit and sump pump as this area reportedly occasionally
floods, however the space appears to be reasonably dry and clean and in sound
condition although some slight erosion of the masonry was noted adjacent to the

boiler flue.
Housed within this area is the boiler which is oil fired and was installed in 1980. It was
then removed in 1981 following severe flooding which led to the sump pump being

installed and reconditioned and reinstalled the same year.

The boiler has some corrosion to the external casing and is of some age but visually

appeared to be sound.

The organ blower is supported off brick piers which have just been loosely laid. This
is obviously to lift the blower off the ground where moisture could affect it. The piers

do appear a little unsubstantial and not ideal. They would ideally be rebuilt.

The heating chamber. Note piers to organ blower.
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TOILETS AND KITCHEN

The church does not currently have a toilet, kitchen or meeting space. Plans have
been drawn up previously and approval has been obtained for extensions at the west
end but cost has been prohibitive in realising its construction. The church is currently
considering its options for providing these facilities, possibly in a different location and
design to those previously proposed. They recognise the importance of providing

these facilities for modern worship and community use.
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SERVICES

HEATING SYSTEMS

The church is heated by an oil fired boiler. The church does not have a gas supply. It
services large diameter heating pipes that run through the church generally though
there is a column radiator also located against the south wall of the nave at the east
end and against the north wall of the choir at the east end. The north wall choir
radiator has been replaced with a modern pressed metal radiator. Within the vestry is

a modern radiator.

The general heating system is reported as being very poor. It is also reported that
over the last three years the boiler has failed several times and required emergency
repairs. The cement around the flue has also failed repeatedly owing to vibration

which has resulted in problems with noxious fumes entering the church building.
The church is considering the renewal of the heating system in its entirety involving

the replacement of the boiler and provision of new heating pipes/ radiators of a more

efficient type.

The oil tank.

The boiler is oiled fired. The oil tank is located to the south of the chancel. It is

corroding and may require renewal / repair.
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ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

The church’s electrical installation has recently been tested and a copy of the report is
appended to this report. The incoming supply is located within the vestry and it is
noted that an RCD is required to isolate the electrical sockets and switches
throughout the church. The rest of the installation was found to be sound.

WATER SUPPLY AND PLUMBING SERVICES

Water is located with the vestry which services a sink and hot water heater. There is

also an external tap outside the east vestry wall. Visually all appears to be sound.
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OTHER ISSUES

FIRE PRECAUTIONS

The church is equipped with fire extinguishers which were last checked in April 2015
and are checked on an annual basis. One foam and one water extinguisher is
located within the nave with additional extinguishers located within the heating
chamber and in the bell ringing chamber. A CO: extinguisher is located within the

vestry.

LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR

The church is protected by a lightning conductor to the tower only, however down

tapes drop from both the north and south sides. It has recently been tested and is

believed to be sound. A copy is appended to this report.

SECURITY

The church has no burglar alarm installed but is secured by deadlocks to both the

external doors on the north and south side as well as deadlocks to the external spiral

staircase and external tower, all of which appear to be sound.

Located within the vestry is a substantial safe which is floor bound and presumably

fixed to it, but also appears to be sound.

No recurrent or recent instances of theft or unauthorised intrusion were reported.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

The church undertakes its own health and safety assessment and does not believe to
currently have an asbestos assessment. No items or material of suspect were noted
during this inspection. It should be noted that this was only a visual inspection and

did not involve opening up works.

54



ES

E6

4268 St Bartholomew, Thurstaston. Quinquenail Inspection Report January 2016

DISABLED PROVISION AND ACCESS

The church is equipped with temporary ramps to use to overcome the four step
entrance to the north porch when required. Disabled ramp access had been
incorporated into the design of the previously proposed toilet and kitchen facility. The
church is currently considering its options as to how to improve disabled accessibility.
The church is equipped with a sound reinforcement system and hearing aid induction

loop.

BATS

No presence of bats was noted as part of this inspection.
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CHURCHYARD

CONDITION OF CHURCHYARD

The churchyard predominantly extends to the north and south of the church. To the
north is a well maintained short mown lawn area with yew trees and gravel paths.
The gravel paths lead round the church to the east and west side which only have

small sections of yards at these two ends.

The older section of the churchyard extends to the south and covers the site of the
original church as well as the extended churchyard area to the east. Itis keptin a
slightly more naturalistic form and is raised a considerable height above that of the

main church internal floor level.

A small garden of remembrance is located to the north side of the nave. The

churchyard is generally well maintained and kept.

MONUMENTS AND TOMBS

The churchyard has a number of substantial monuments located to the south side,

most notably that to Thomas Ismay and his wife located adjacent to the old tower. It

is a substantial chest tomb which is carved with wreaths and inlaid bronze plaques.

Ismay tomb.

56



F3

4268 St Bartholomew, Thurstaston. Quinquenail Inspection Report January 2016

Other memorials in the churchyard are generally standing crosses or stones, many of
which are leaning. The churchwardens are advised to check the stability of these
stones/memorials on a regular basis to ensure that they do not fall. None of
particular concern were noted at the time of the inspection. One large cross had

already been laid flat it was noted.

A First and Second World War memorial stands on the north side of the church, is a
modest granite obelisk which appears to be in sound condition. It has an area of

hardstanding around it which again is sound.

BOUNDARY WALLS, RAILINGS AND GATES

South Boundary

Boundary walls are generally of sandstone. Those to the south boundary are in two
sections, a large boundary wall to the west section and a low boundary wall to the
east. The boundaries of these sides are shared with domestic houses, however it
was believed that the walls are the church’s responsibility. Some rebuilding of the
larger south boundary wall has been undertaken within the last decade it is reported.

It is a little overgrown with ivy but appears to be sound.

The low boundary wall is to all intents and purposes a dry stone. The proximity of
mature trees growing against this low section of wall is causing some distortion to it
which is causing it to lean and a small section of which has collapsed about midway
along its length which is in need of rebuilding. Removal of the tree should be

considered before rebuilding the wall.

Collapsed section of low south boundary wall.
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East Boundary

East boundary is a red sandstone wall which is predominantly overgrown to the south
section. Some of this excessive vegetation should be removed. The north section
has a well pruned and maintained hedge growing tight against it. It is reported that
cars occasionally collide with this wall which has resulted in several insurance claims,

however the wall presently appears to be in sound condition.

Set within this wall to the south of the church is a timber gate. It appears to be in

sound condition.

North Boundary

The north wall is a continuation of that wall to the east and has a well pruned hedge
growing tight against it. It appears to be sound. Incorporated into the central section
is a lychgate and main entrance to the churchyard. The lychgate is constructed of a
timber frame and trusses sat on a dwarf wall. It is roofed with clay tiles. Two yew
trees grow tight up against the lychgate and they are unduly large. Their removal

should be considered.

West Boundary

The west boundary again is a continuation of the more formal boundary walls to the
east and north side of the church and again pruned hedgerows grow tight up against
it, however a considerable amount of vegetation growth is taking hold beneath the
coping stones which should be removed and localised repointing undertaken.
Excessive ivy growth particularly to the south section of walling should also be

removed and the condition of the wall assessed.

Vegetation growth to west boundary wall.
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There is a gated access through the west wall. The metal gate which appears to be
jammed due to the gravel build-up on the adjacent road. There is also a considerable
amount of standing water in this area. Some drainage improvements to this area may

be considered as well as repair and redecoration of this metal gate.

West boundary gate.

PATHS, STEPS AND AREAS OF HARD-STANDING

Pathways as previously mentioned are generally of loose-laid gravel around the
perimeter of the church and leading from the lych gate. This surface isn't ideal for
wheelchair and buggy access and as part of any works to provide disabled access to
the church, areas of resurfacing should be considered. In the area of the churchyard
that extends to the south of the present church building there are no formal pathways
through it and there is a considerable level change between it and that of the main
churchyard area to the north. Steps and pathways would ideally be provided to this

area to ease access.

TREES AND SHRUBS

To the north side of the church are a number of substantial yew trees, the two trees at
the side of the lych gate are particularly large and overbearing and their removal

should be considered. There are also two holly bushes/trees growing relatively close

to the north wall of the church, that immediately adjacent to the north porch is causing
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issues of algal growth to the masonry and some vegetation growth to the adjacent

north porch roof. Again its removal could be considered.

There are a number of substantial trees to the south boundary wall, six in number of
which are particularly large, several are leaning. Their proximity to the small
boundary wall in this area has caused a small section of it to collapse. Consideration

of their removal should be given.
Removal of any trees will require discussions with the local authority’s

arboriculturalist, as the churchyard is within a conservation area and thus all trees are

protected.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Costs where given are indicative of the order of expenditure required to properly

repair the element concerned.

A:

a)

b)

b)

c)

d)

e)

)}

C:

a)

a)

9)

URGENT WORKS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ATTENTION
Carryout urgent holding repairs to the sanctuary roof. (B6)

Refix loose floor tiles within nave. (C5)

: REQUIRES ATTENTION WITHIN 12 MONTHS

Remove vegetation to north porch copings and repoint with lime
mortar. (B2)*

Masonry repairs and repointing to south elevation of chancel and east
elevation of vestry following resolution of rainwater / roof failure in this
area. (B2)*

Install new downpipe and gutter arrangement to the south side of the
sanctuary. (B5)*

Reroof the church. (B6)*

Remove vegetation to the tower weathers and repoint masonry to
vestry and sanctuary abutments with lime mortar. (B7)*

Repoint uppers section of spiral stair to tower with lime mortar. (B7)*
Refix the detached lead flashing and slipped / cracked slates and

renew access door to the Old Tower roof. (B7)

REQUIRES ATTENTION WITHIN 18-24 MONTHS
Refix iron bars to east vestry window using non-ferrous fixings and
decorate. (B3)*

Consider renewing the heating system. (D1)*

: REQUIRES ATTENTION WITHIN THE QUINQUENNIAL PERIOD

Localised repointing with lime mortar of north nave buttress. (B2)*
Report with lime mortar the north gable to the north porch. (B2)*
Leaded glass repairs to vestry windows including renewal of
polycarbonate protection. (B3)*

Once internal water damaged walls and vaulting have dried review
extent of remedial works required. Assume that the gentle removal of
friable and localised repointing is required. (C2, C3)*

Undertake an asbestos assessment. (E4)

Consider removing trees to the south boundary and north lychgate.
(F3, F5)

Remove vegetation from west boundary and repoint with lime mortar.
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E:
b)

c)

d)

)

M
a)
b)
c)
d)

e)
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(F3)*

A DESIRABLE IMPROVEMENT WITH NO TIMESCALE
Consider removing tree / holly adjacent to south porch. (B2, B6)
Repoint with lime mortar the south elevation of the vestry / organ
chamber. (B2)*
Remove / replace timber shed against west wall of the Old Tower. (B7)
Reroof the Old Tower. (B7)*
Repair / renew corroded metal opening lights and re-string them. (C6)*
Rebuild brick piers supporting the organ blower. (C11)

: ROUTINE ITEMS OF MAINTENANCE
Clear vegetation from hoppers and gulley’s (B7)
Clear gutters to the Old Tower. (B7)
Ease door to tower parapet gutter. (C1)
Consider fixing bird protection to the internal faces of the Old Tower
louvres. (C1)

Repairs to west boundary gate. (F3)

Items marked with * should require professional supervision.
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APPENDIX
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