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“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  

(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  

no later than  20th March  2019 

The views and opinions expressed in the       

articles in this magazine are those of the     

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 

 

“Cross Talk Subscription for 2019 is £6” 

 

These are now due for 2019.  If you see your deliverer please pay them. 

Alternatively either post a cheque for £6.00 payable to Thurstaston PCC, 

to St Chad’s Church Office, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH  

or pay on-line at 

40.52.40 00018674, putting your surname and mag subs as reference. 
 

 

□I enclose £6 and would like to continue to have Cross Talk delivered to 

my house 

□I no longer wish to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 

 

Name:______________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________ 

 

Tel. No. (optional)______________________________________ 
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Fruitfulness on the Frontline 

Thursdays in March 

See below 

 

Sunday March 3rd 

Sundays @ 7—Who let the Dads Out 

See page 18 

 

Tuesday 12th March  

An Evening with Rob Parsons 

See page 13 

Friday 22nd March 

Faith and Football 

See Page 12 

 

Wednesday 27th March 

EMU  - Punch and Judy 

See page 12 
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Diary Dates 

COME AND EXPLORE TOGETHER  
and see how you can equip and encourage one another  

to grow in fruitfulness on the frontline. 

St Chad’s Extension - Thursday Evenings 8.00-9.30pm 
 

7th Mar      Moulding Culture 
14th Mar    Mouthpiece for Truth and Justice 
21st Mar    Messenger of the Gospel 
28th Mar    The Journey On 
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From Your Rector                                                        

Dear Friends, 
 

Round, like a circle in a spiral, like a wheel within a wheel… 
 

Many years ago, at the Pleasure Beach at Blackpool, there was a     
certain ‘ride’ or amusement that was strictly for the physically fit.  It 
consisted of a flat wooden disc about 20 feet in diameter and set at an 
angle of 45 degrees in the floor.  When it began to rotate, the aim was 
to get to the centre where there was a pole.  As the disc rotated faster 
and faster, everyone who failed to get to the pole got flung off.     
Nowadays there’s probably a regulation banning it as far too          
dangerous! 
 

The principle of the game was a basic law of physics.  When any wheel 
rotates, the outer rim moves fastest of all.  Half way to the centre and 
you are moving a lot more slowly.  And, at least theoretically, at the 
absolute centre will be a point which is totally still.  That’s why anyone 
who reached that pole could stand there quite comfortably. 
 

We have just started the Church’s season of Lent.  It’s generally 
thought of as being a time for giving up chocolate, wine, whatever.  
But it’s really a time to remind us that in our own rapidly spinning 
world, God is the still centre. 
 

All around God is motion, sound, change and decay – galaxies circling, 
seasons and years rotating, life developing and decaying. And at the 
still centre, where there is no variableness, is God, the same yesterday, 
today and forever. 
 

At Christmas, we thanked God for entering the ever moving and 
changing life of the world.  But one great characteristic of Jesus was 
His stillness.  Busy, harassed, injured people found someone with    
neither clever chat nor idle gossip, neither vulgar boasting nor loud 
opinion.  His life always seemed to rotate round a still central point, 
which gave Him His balance and authority. 
 

 “Be still then and know that I am God” wrote the Psalmist.  Lent is a 
time for us to stop and remember that.  Lent is a good time to be a  
little more silent than usual - quicker to listen and slower to speak.  
And the more silent spaces we give ourselves, the more we’ll give that 
still, small Voice within.   
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God’s stillness is still full of energy.  That still centre of the spinning 
disc is also the point which drives the rest of the rotating circle.    
Equally, when we’re in touch with that still centre, we’ll be able to give 
strength and support to those who feel they’re spinning at the edges. 
 

Being still does mean that we need to take time to pause, to take 
stock, to take a critical look at our lives. That’s what Lent is about.  On 
the spinning discs of our own lives, we need to remember that there is 
a still centre, calm and yet full of energy – which is where God is. 
 

Revd Jane 

Brexit Chocolate Stone-throwing - (John 8:1-11) 
 

A familiar scene … 
Crowds of people with strong views, 
clamouring, demanding their way, 
intolerant of others 
who made different mistakes, different choices. 
A raucous, intimidating, egocentric baying for action. 
A familiar scene… 
 

Where is the love? 
Where is the compassion? 
Where is the concern for the common good? 
How long Lord, will your teaching be ignored? 
 

How long till the stone-throwing stops? 
 

By Daphne Kitching 
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MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 

AND ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

All parishioners are invited to two meetings on Sunday April 7th 

at St Chad’s at 6.30 pm, to hear reports on the activities and 

finances of the church during 2018 and to appoint members of 

the congregations as churchwardens, members of the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC), members of the Deanery Synod and 

sidespersons. 

 

The Meeting of Parishioners 

The only business during the Meeting of Parishioners is to elect 

or re-elect churchwardens.  They are appointed for a year and 

are legally officers of the bishop.  They work closely with the 

Rector and the PCC in reporting any issues, particularly in    

relation to the buildings or church grounds.  There is a time 

limit of six consecutive years on an appointment as church-

warden.  We should have two churchwardens, but at present 

we have only one and it is increasingly important to appoint 

another.  If you are interested in this, please speak to the  

Rector or Liz Whitehead. 

The Rector must receive nominations for churchwardens on the 

proper forms before the meeting begins.  Nominations may not 

be made after the meeting has begun.  Anyone who lives in 

the parish can vote in the Meeting of Parishioners. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

The PCC is responsible for maintaining the churchyard, the 

buildings and their contents.  Deanery Synod members       

represent the parish at Synod meetings.  Sidespersons 

(sometimes called churchwarden’s assistants) help with the  

arrangements at services.  During the meeting, we elect    

people to all these roles.  We shall also receive written reports 

on what the PCC discussed in 2018, the church accounts and 

the organisations associated with the church. 

You can see the names of the sidespersons in the churches on 

the duty rotas.  PCC members are elected for three years, with 
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five members retiring each year.  (That might change, since 

the number of elected PCC members depends on the electoral 

roll and we are renewing our electoral roll from scratch this 

year, but for the time being, we must assume that will not 

happen.) 

At present, there are expected to be six vacancies for elected 

members, as Andrew Harford will have reached the end of his 

term of office, Chris Perry has retired and there are four other 

vacancies.  Four of these are until 2022 and one until 2021.  

Andrew Harford may be re-elected and Judith Hodgson, who 

is a co-opted member, may also be elected.  We are hoping 

for new members who can bring fresh ideas and insights to 

our discussions and decisions. 

The current three-year term of office of our Deanery Synod 

representatives ends in 2020.  At present, Julie Parmenter, 

Malcolm Studholme and Chris Smale represent us. 

Anyone who has any interest in becoming more involved in 

helping with church activities should speak as soon as possi-

ble to the Rector, the Honorary Secretary or to any PCC mem-

ber.  Everyone can offer something – do not be put off just 

because you think you don’t know enough about it 

Notices will be displayed in both churches with more details of 

the meetings, and with nomination forms for PCC members, 

deanery synod representatives and churchwardens.   

Finally, if there are any matters that you wish to bring for-

ward for discussion, please inform the Rector or the Honorary 

Secretary before the meeting. 

G.J Barley (Hon. Secretary) 



8 

 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 

Psalm 63 – or how to cope with the pressures of daily life 
 
If you had to describe our society in a single word, the most              
appropriate one would be pressure. We live with pressure in every   
aspect of life, from our school, work or family life, to the big issues   
facing our world.  
 
King David knew what it meant to live under pressure. His son,         
Absalom, led a rebellion against him, resulting in David fleeing for his 
life into the wilderness of Judah. It was there that he wrote Psalm 63. 
The psalm demonstrates the priorities of a person of God under    
pressure.  
 
God my desire: ‘You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for 
you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where 
there is no water.’ (v1). David’s physical thirst was an expression of his 
deeper thirst to know God. Even though separated from the worship of 
the sanctuary, he chose to seek God. When God seems distant or     
silence in our lives, we too can choose to seek him; this can be a vital 
path of growth in our relationship with him. 
 
God my delight: ‘Because your love is better than life, my lips will     
glorify you.’ (3). David ‘s delight in God is expressed in praise, as he 
recognises God’s love for him. What gives us delight in our lives? Does 
it come from the things of this world or from God himself?  
 
God my defence: ‘I cling to you; your right hand upholds me.’ (8). David 
is surrounded by enemies, but confident in God’s defence and purpose 

for him. God uses our 
troubles and disappoint-
ments to fulfil his will, as 
he develops our character 
and trust in his purposes.  
 
‘Don't worry about locating 
your purpose. If you are 
seeking after God, your 
purpose will locate 
you.’ (Tony Evans).  
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EMU (Evening Mothers’ Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s 

for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 
 

 

 

Next event: Wednesday 27th March  8pm at St Chad’s 

 “A Punch and Judy Show”  - come and hear all about it  

(a talk/demo about hearing problems and their management )  

       All Welcome  

 

FAITH AND FOOTBALL EVENING 
 

WHEN  

Friday March 22nd, 7:30pm 

 
 WHERE  

St Catherine’s Church,  
Tranmere, CH42 0LQ 

 
WHO  

For everyone 
 

Bill is an amazing speaker and it 
will be a good night. One to 
come to and be encouraged or 
to bring a friend to and hear the 
Gospel explained in Bills own 
special way. The evening is free 
and open to anyone. 
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Dear All  

I have just booked a ticket for this event in Liverpool at the Adelphi Hotel, 

L3 5UL, on the evening Tuesday 12th March. Rob Parsons is an excellent 

speaker and I would thoroughly recommend this evening to you. More details 

are below or on the website  
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/other-events/the-wisdom-house 

 

If you decide to book a ticket, please let me know and we can then maybe ar-

range to travel together (bus/train ?)  

God Bless  

Revd Jane 
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ONE OFF CHURCH CHOIR…volunteers please 
 

 

I have been approached by a wedding couple who would like a 

choir at their wedding Friday 10 May. 

 

It would be to sing 3 hymns with the congregation.. The hymns are 

“Jerusalem”, “All things bright & beautiful” and “Love Divine”. 
 

Craig has kindly agreed to rehearse with us, so if you would like to do it, 

please let me know and then I can arrange for us to get together and try it 

out. I see it as a one off, no commitment to anything in the future. 
 

The couple will be making a donation for our services, so good for church 

funds but I think it would be a nice thing to do and singing is good for soul, so 

will be enjoyable too.  
 

Thanks, Julie DeBoorder  

Home 0151 648 6331/Mobile 07599 186893 

Email jules2121jule@gmail.com 
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Please collect your Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  
 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and 
an envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wirral age UK are launching a 
new initiative called Joining  
Forces. This is a veterans  
project aimed at older  
veterans aged 65 plus. They 
will be based in Meadowcroft 
in Bromborough and are able 
to offer help and support in a 
number of areas including,  
Information and Advice, Health 
and Wellbeing and Reminis-
cence work also.  
 

Leaflets are available at both 

churches.  

BBC to run a ‘Year of Beliefs’ 

The BBC is going to ‘shine a light’ on faith and spiritual values in Britain today by 
running a year of programmes dedicated to religion and ethics. 

The move comes a year after the BBC promised to ‘raise our game’ in the way 
that it treated religion.  That promise followed a year-long review of its religious 
and ethics output. 

So what series should we look out for?  Here are just some: 

On BBC 1, Earth’s Sacred Wonders will look at the rituals and monuments of 
faith around the world; Medical Ethics will be a documentary filmed at Great     
Ormond Street Hospital; and Pregnant and Platonic will be a documentary on 
people who have children without being in a romantic relationship. 

On BBC 2, Inside the Vatican will show a year in the life of the Vatican           
community, including Pope Francis; and the popular Pilgrimage series will return. 

The Bishop of Repton, the Rt. Revd. Jan McFarlane, who chairs the Sandford St 
Martin Trust, welcomed the BBC’s plans.  Especially “bringing issues of faith,   
belief and ethics to as wide an audience as possible.” 
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Women’s ordination – 25 years on 
 
Twenty-five years ago this month, women were ordained as priests in 
the Church of England.  As the BBC commentator on the first service in 
Bristol Cathedral I was prepared for disruptions from demonstrators, 
but it proceeded reverently and without a hitch.  The only protest was 
outside, where a group of approving Roman Catholic women held a 
banner saying, ‘We’re Next’. 
 
Of course, there are still people who object to women’s ordination on 
principle.  Some believe the practice frustrates the prospect of church 
unity, others hold that God has created women and men to hold     
complementary but different roles - and leadership in the Church is   
reserved for men. 
 
At the last count, 30% of the 20,000 active clergy were women and 
23% of the senior posts were held by women, and that includes 18 
bishops. 
 
It would be difficult now to imagine the Church of England without 
women priests and bishops.  They serve as chaplains in prison,      
hospital and the Armed Services, and of course as Vicars and Curates 
in parish churches.  
 
Hannah Madin was ordained 18 months ago when she was 28, and is 
a Curate in York. She recalls visiting a parishioner whose husband had 
just died; the widow said, “I wasn’t expecting a female Vicar, but I’m so 
glad you are”.  Hannah’s husband is also ordained; she says it helps 
that he understands the random and unique nature of the job, they 
support each other in prayer, and they never talk shop on their day off! 
 
Sue Restall was one of those ordained in Bristol 25 years ago and is 
now in active retirement in the Midlands, having been a parish priest 
and a hospital chaplain.  In her experience, although women and men 
may have different talents, that is more to do with personality than  
gender. However, she does recall making a bereavement visit when a 
widower cried his eyes out, saying he could only have done that in 
front of a woman.  Sue says her role is no longer controversial – “I am 
simply a priest who happens to be a woman”. 
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

   
        FIRST CLASS FEET 
 

  Emma Cottrell 
           BSc (Hons), SRCh, MChS 

       STATE REGISTERED 
 CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
 
       Telephone 
Home Visiting Practice                    07899952687 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     

support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        

wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 

help make a real         
difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 

suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  

 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 3rd March   9.30am  Family Service 
11.15am Holy Communion      Sunday next before lent  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)               10th March     9.30am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Morning Worship        Lent 1 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)               17th March   9.30am Morning Worship  
11.15am  Holy Communion     Lent 2  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)               24th March    9.30am Family Holy  Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion           Lent 3                                     
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)               31st  March    9.30am Holy Communion     
11.15 am Holy Communion           Lent 4   
       Mothering Sunday  

 
 
 
 

     Weekday Services  
 

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

 
Wednesday 6th March is Ash Wednesday  

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

 
Church Services March 2019 


