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“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  

(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  

no later than  23rd April  2019 

The views and opinions expressed in the       

articles in this magazine are those of the     

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 
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See page 6 
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St Bartholomew’s 7.30pm  
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From Your Rector                                                        

Dear Friends, 
 

Easter joy 
 

I remember vividly a simple poster I once saw on the notice board of a 
Chapel. It had a silhouette of three crosses on a hill, and underneath the 
words, ‘FOR YOU’. Nothing fancy or clever, but a clear presentation of the 
Easter message, and it struck me deeply. 
 

At Easter our thoughts are drawn to the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
These events are central to our faith, but sometimes we can over-
complicate their meaning. The heart of it, though, remains very simple: 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and on the third day 
was raised to life (1Corinthians 15:3). 
 

He died to show his love for you.  
He gave his life as a demonstration or proof of the love He has for each 
one of us, no matter who we are or what we have done. He was motivated 
to lay down His life for us, not out of duty or obligation, but compassionate 
love. See Romans 5:8 
 

He died to set you free.  
Sin has entangled every one of us. We are under it’s power and unable to 
ourselves to loosen its grip. At the cross Jesus dealt with sin once and for 
all by dying in our place. Now, when we turn to Him for help, we can be 
released from the hold it has on us and find   complete forgiveness. 
 

He died to bring you home.  
The Cross makes it possible for us to be reconciled to God. Like the    
prodigal son we were once far away 
from God, but now because we have 
been forgiven, we can return to our 
true home in God. A welcome awaits 
us, and a joy-filled reunion is      possi-
ble. 

This Easter, why not think about these 
two simple words: FOR YOU. 

Revd Jane 
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 Holy Week and Easter Services 

Palm Sunday 14th April 

8.00am BCP Holy Communion  

at St Bartholomew’s 

9.30am Family Communion  

at St Chad’s 

11.15am Morning Worship  

at St Bartholomew’s 

 

Maundy Thursday 18th April 

7.30pm Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

There is also a service at 11.00am  
at Chester Cathedral 
 

Good Friday 19th April 

10.00am Family Service at St Chad’s 

2.00pm “Hour at the Cross”  

Meditative Service at St. Bartholomew’s 

 

 

Easter Day 21st April 

8.00am BCP Holy Commun-

ion at St Bartholomew’s 

9.30am Family Communion  

at St Chad’s 

11.15am Holy Communion  

at St Bartholomew’s 
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MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 

AND ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

All parishioners are invited to two meetings on Sunday April 7th 

at St Chad’s at 6.30 pm, to hear reports on the activities and 

finances of the church during 2018 and to appoint members of 

the congregations as churchwardens, members of the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC), members of the Deanery Synod and 

sidespersons. 

 

The Meeting of Parishioners 

The only business during the Meeting of Parishioners is to elect 

or re-elect churchwardens.  They are appointed for a year and 

are legally officers of the bishop.  They work closely with the 

Rector and the PCC in reporting any issues, particularly in    

relation to the buildings or church grounds.  There is a time 

limit of six consecutive years on an appointment as church-

warden.  We should have two churchwardens, but at present 

we have only one and it is increasingly important to appoint 

another.  If you are interested in this, please speak to the  

Rector or Liz Whitehead. 

The Rector must receive nominations for churchwardens on the 

proper forms before the meeting begins.  Nominations may not 

be made after the meeting has begun.  Anyone who lives in 

the parish can vote in the Meeting of Parishioners. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

The PCC is responsible for maintaining the churchyard, the 

buildings and their contents.  Deanery Synod members       

represent the parish at Synod meetings.  Sidespersons 

(sometimes called churchwarden’s assistants) help with the  

arrangements at services.  During the meeting, we elect    

people to all these roles.  We shall also receive written reports 

on what the PCC discussed in 2018, the church accounts and 

the organisations associated with the church. 

You can see the names of the sidespersons in the churches on 

the duty rotas.  PCC members are elected for three years, with 
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five members retiring each year.  (That might change, since 

the number of elected PCC members depends on the electoral 

roll and we are renewing our electoral roll from scratch this 

year, but for the time being, we must assume that will not 

happen.) 

At present, there are expected to be six vacancies for elected 

members, as Andrew Harford will have reached the end of his 

term of office, Chris Perry has retired and there are four other 

vacancies.  Four of these are until 2022 and one until 2021.  

Andrew Harford may be re-elected and Judith Hodgson, who 

is a co-opted member, may also be elected.  We are hoping 

for new members who can bring fresh ideas and insights to 

our discussions and decisions. 

The current three-year term of office of our Deanery Synod 

representatives ends in 2020.  At present, Julie Parmenter, 

Malcolm Studholme and Chris Smale represent us. 

Anyone who has any interest in becoming more involved in 

helping with church activities should speak as soon as      

possible to the Rector, the Honorary Secretary or to any PCC 

member.  Everyone can offer something – do not be put off 

just because you think you don’t know enough about it 

Notices will be displayed in both churches with more details of 

the meetings, and with nomination forms for PCC members, 

deanery synod representatives and churchwardens.   

Finally, if there are any matters that you wish to bring       

forward for discussion, please inform the Rector or the Honor-

ary Secretary before the meeting. 

G.J Barley (Hon. Secretary) 
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Easter Wordsearch 

Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!   
Hallelujah!   April brings us to Easter – 
the crucifixion, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ - the triumphant 
highlight of the Christian year.  As St 
Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really 
did rise again, our faith is useless, 
and we may as well forget any hope of 
heaven or eternal life. 
 
 
Passover 
Bread 
Wine 
Body 
Blood 
Betrayal 
 
Jerusalem 
Pilate 
Judas 
Gethsema-
ne 
Trial 
Crucifixion 
 
Soldiers 
Cross 
Nails 
Vinegar 
Temple 
curtain 
 
tomb 
angel 
stone 
risen 
gardener 

Mary 
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Call for long view on ‘Character Education and Resilience’ 

 Church of England leaders have called for long-term steps to improve resilience among 
children and young people, as well as those working in schools, as the Government         
announced a new five-fold plan for character education. 
 
Speaking at the recent Church of England’s National Education Conference, The Bishop of 
London, Sarah Mullally, said: “What students will not always tell you is how your               
enthusiasm for a subject has enthused them, how your stability in the midst of an unstable 
world has held them and how your belief in them has formed them.”  
 
In his speech, the Education Secretary laid out five Foundations for Building Character and 
pledged to work with schools and external organisations to help every child access          
activities: Sport, Creativity, Performing, The World of Work, and Volunteering & Member-
ship. 
 
He said: “Character and resilience are the qualities, the inner resources that we call on to 
get us through the frustrations and setbacks that are part and parcel of life. How do we in-
stil this in young people?”  
 
The Church of England’s Chief Education Officer, Nigel Genders, welcomed the proposals 
from the Government, but said that success would require long-term commitment. 
 
“The Church of England has been talking about the importance of character-building for 
hundreds of years, and recently published a report on leadership for character education.”   

You are what you think about 
 

Negative thoughts can actually harm you, physically.  In a recent study by 
the universities of Exeter and Oxford, it was found that if you listen to that 
critical inner voice, you will end up with an increased heart rate, consistent 
with feelings of being under threat and distress. 
 

On the other hand, positive thoughts have the opposite effect.  Those in 
the study who were encouraged to be kind to themselves when things 
went wrong, reported more self-compassion, connection with others, and 
had feelings of relaxation and safety.   
 

No wonder that Paul urges us: “Brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think 
about such things… And the God of peace will be with you.” (Phil 4: 8,9) 
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Homelessness 
 

Daisy Harford (Year 5 Dawpool) has been learning about Homelessness. At 
school she learnt about a charity called “Steps of Hope”. Chatting with her 
Dad at home led to her writing the following prayer for the PCC meeting on 
11th March. 
 

Dear God, 
We pray for people who are homeless, 

who are poor and who don’t have great opportunities like us. 
We thank you for our food, 

our beds that we sleep on every night, and our homes. 
We pray for people who can’t afford these things 

and we ask you to help them move on, love themselves 
and you care for them. 

We ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 
 

The following week Daisy visited the Charles Thompson Mission in             
Birkenhead and this was her report following the visit:- 
 
“I really enjoyed the Charles Thompson Mission. They explained to us what 
they do there like what time they start and what food they serve. They gave 
us a tour around the mission and we went in all of the different rooms. I     
realised how lucky I am living 
in a warm cosy house with all 
of these features - privacy, a 
bed, furniture, wash my 
clothes and dry them and 
have a place to cook and 
eat. They get nurses,       
doctors, dentists and hair-
dressers to come and check 
how the homeless people are 
living. The supermarkets   
donate food to the mission 
so they can eat. At      
Christmas time the mission 
give toys to a child in care 
to show their appreciation.” 
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EMU (Evening Mothers’ Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s 

for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 
 

 

 

Next event: Wednesday 17th April 8pm at St Chad’s 

 “EMU Welcome evening “  for new members or anyone  

considering joining.  

 

Tea , Cakes and a natter. All Welcome , no obligation to join, just 

come along and meet everyone.   

       All Welcome  
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The Mond Crucifixion – by Raphael 

 

This month’s painting in the National Gallery is 

known as the Mond Crucifixion. It has an        

interesting history, because Ludwig Mond, the     

German born scientist and industrialist, offered 

to lend the painting to the Gallery in 1892. The 

trustees for some reason declined the offer. 

Ludwig Mond was undeterred and at his death in 

1909 he bequeathed to the Gallery over 40 

paintings. It was an amazingly generous gift, 

and included this Crucifixion by Raphael. 

 

It belongs to the artist’s early years and was painted when he was 

just 20, for a church altarpiece in Urbino in 1503. On Good Friday 

we hear those words from Lamentations, ‘Is it nothing to you who 

pass by? – look and see.’ We might look on the cross of Jesus and 

see a sign of agony and death. But here in the Mond Crucifixion, all 

seems serene and still. It is a far cry from the harshness and      

cruelty of the Gospel accounts. Look at the angels with their       

ribbons and feet resting on the clouds, the hands and feet of the 

four bystanders so delicately painted, and beyond, the softly lit 

Umbrian landscape with a river, trees and low hills stretching away 

into the distance.  

 

It is as if Raphael has frozen this moment of death on his canvas to 

tell us that here is an enduring message of love and generosity for 

Mary, John, Mary Magdalene and Jerome gathered below. Our Lady 

and John look at us, inviting us to discover there the solemn beauty 

that moves their lives and that can move us.  

 

In our worship on Good Friday we encounter this paradox of the 

cross – a sign of suffering and death, but a sign also of generosity. 

We can think of the generosity of Ludwig Mond, the generosity of 

Raphael sharing his gifts with us, but above all the generosity of 

our Prince of Glory. Here, in the words of Isaac Watts’ hymn, we 

see how ‘love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my 

all.’  
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I was delighted on a recent funeral visit to be given an original 
copy of the April 1967 parish magazine. The Rector’s letter     
contains details of the first service which took place in St Chad’s. 
There is an article about Ascensiontide, which apart from its “of 
the time” language is something which could easily have been 
written today. In contrast, the Bishop’s letter  in the diocesan 
news is certainly of a very  different genre to what we would   
expect today. I hope you find these articles as interesting as I 
did. 

Revd Jane 
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God in the Sciences - The Beauty of Good Friday 
 
Some of the most beautiful things in the world have an ugly side. 
What about the emperor penguin chick, nestling in a feathery 
pouch above its parent’s feet? There’s a lovely moment when mum 
and dad greet each other over the gaping beak of their fuzz-ball 
offspring. Heads bent together, making a heart shape in the air, we 
can’t help seeing a reflection of our own ideals of love in the pair. 
 
But the reality of what those birds are going through is even more 
gruelling than human parenthood. Father penguin has spent all 
winter sheltering the egg from freezing hurricane-force winds, 
while mother penguin was feeding at sea. When the chick hatched 
its parents started an exhausting game of tag, taking it in turns to 
walk across the ice and risk being eaten by leopard seals or killer 
whales in order to catch fish for their new offspring.  
 
The living world is truly wonderful in so many ways, but the    
darker side of the picture is never far away. Creation is groaning 
(Romans 8:22), and waiting to be rescued. Enter Jesus, through 
whom all of creation was made. The king of the universe came to 
live with us, bringing His great love and wisdom to the human 
population of first-century Israel. The Creator was relating to His 
creation in a very personal way, and this could have been a totally 
beautiful picture.  
 
But there is a horrifically ugly side of Jesus’ story that threatens to 
obscure the beauty of what He did on Good Friday. It was a brutal 
and terrifying day when human sinfulness resulted in the Son of 
God being executed by His enemies, but thankfully there was 
much more to it than that. The death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ set off a seismic wave of spiritual events whose effects are 
still rippling out across the world.  
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So that ugly day nearly 2,000 years ago is called ‘good’ because of 
what it achieved. Those who follow Jesus find their lives are 
changed for the better, even if their day-to-day existence may still 
be incredibly tough. When people come to understand what crea-
tion is for and who it belongs to, they can begin to serve and pre-
serve the earth as they should. These things are only whispers of 
what is to come, but they give me hope for the future redemption 
of all Creation. I can choose to dwell on the beauty of Jesus’ death 
because it was not the end of the story – the future beckons. 
 
This article is extracted (with permission) from “New Life:              
Reflections for Lent”, edited by Amy Robinson and Wendy H Jones 
(£7.99).  
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Life-Reflections-Amy-Robinson/dp/1999958101/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Life-Reflections-Amy-Robinson/dp/1999958101/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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St Bartholomew’s and St Chad’s now have their own           

Facebook page. 

 

If you are already on Facebook it is easy to find and “like” the 

page. Just search for “stchadsstbarts” or “St. Bartholomew's 

Thurstaston, with St. Chad's, Irby” and you will find us.  

 

If you “like” the page you will receive notifications when we 

add events and other informative posts. 

 

From our page you can also share individual posts and events 

with others you may think would like to hear about us and 

our events. 

 

There have been small business cards around the church 

buildings which have details of our Facebook page too. 

https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/ 

             Julie Parmenter 

ONE OFF CHURCH CHOIR…Rehearsal 

Choir practice  for the wedding in May will take place at                

St Bartholomew’s  on Tuesday 16th April at 7.30pm  

 

We have 15 volunteers, but its not too late to join, if you are        

interested  please contact Julie . 

 

Thanks, Julie DeBoorder  

Home 0151 648 6331  

Mobile 07599 186893 

Email jules2121jule@gmail.com 
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Please collect your Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  
 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and 
an envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wirral age UK are launching a 
new initiative called Joining  
Forces. This is a veterans  
project aimed at older  
veterans aged 65 plus. They 
will be based in Meadowcroft 
in Bromborough and are able 
to offer help and support in a 
number of areas including,  
Information and Advice, Health 
and Wellbeing and Reminis-
cence work also.  
 

Leaflets are available at both 

churches.  
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

   
        FIRST CLASS FEET 
 

  Emma Cottrell 
           BSc (Hons), SRCh, MChS 

       STATE REGISTERED 
 CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
 
       Telephone 
Home Visiting Practice                    07899952687 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     

support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        

wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 

help make a real         
difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 

suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  

 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 7th April    9.30am  Family Service 
11.15am Holy Communion                   Lent 5               6.30pm  APCM 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)              14th April      9.30am Family Holy Communion 
11.15 am Morning Worship          Palm Sunday 
 
   18th April     7.30 pm Holy communion 
                                                            Maundy Thursday 
 
2.00pm “Hour at the Cross”                      19th April     10.00am Family Service  
              Meditative Service                    Good Friday  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)               21st  April    9.30am Family Holy Communion 
11.15am  Holy Communion     Easter Day 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)               28th April     9.30am Morning Worship 
11.15 am Holy Communion           Easter 2                                    
 

 
 

     Weekday Services  
 

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

 

 

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

 
Church Services April  2019 


