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“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  

(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  

no later than  20th May  

The views and opinions expressed in the       

articles in this magazine are those of the     

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 
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Sunday May 5th  

Godparents Sunday 

See page 5 

 

Various Dates in June/July/August 

The Wisdom house  

See page 7 

 

12-18th May  

Christian Aid week  

 

Wednesday 22nd May  

EMU— “Garniture de legumes de Irby” 

8pm St Chads 

 

Saturday 1st June  

Wirral Mens Breakfast  

See page 12  
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From Your Rector                                                        

Dear Friends 
 

The Truth of the Ascension 
 

 ‘While He was blessing them,  
Jesus left them and  

was taken up into heaven.’  
(Luke 24:51). 

 

The Ascension is a hugely neglected  
festival, which deserves to have a bigger 
place in our church life. How do we        
understand it? 
 

The Ascension tells us that Jesus is in control: ‘Jesus has gone into 
heaven and is at God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). Jesus occupies the 
top spot in the universe; the control of our world is in the safe, 
scarred hands of Jesus. We can offer Him our worship and allegiance, 
knowing that His plans are better than those of any Prime Minister or 
President.  
 

The Ascension tells us that God is committed to His world: ‘And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus’ (Ephesians 2:6). Jesus did not leave His hu-
manity    behind when He ascended, for we are raised with Christ to 
heaven. Therefore, God is bound to His world and we can trust Him to 
fulfill His purpose for our lives and world. 
 

The Ascension gives us a job to do: ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations’ (Matthew 28:18,19). God’s primary means of working in the 
world is now through us. He commissions for this task at Ascension 
and equips us at Pentecost. We are called to make disciples, starting 
in our workplace, family and community.  
 

‘Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through which He looks compassion on this 
world. Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good. Yours are 
the hands through which He blesses all the world.’ (Teresa of Avila). 
 

Come and join us to celebrate this festival. 7.30pm St Bartholomew's 
on Thursday 30th May. 

Revd Jane 
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Wed 5th June - Wide-awake dreams 

This session challenges us to think about our dreams, what our motivation is for 

pursuing them, and who or what it is that is influencing us as we try to achieve 

them. 
 

Wed 12th June - Be my best friend 

What does it mean to have a good friend. And what does it mean to be a good 

friend? This session looks at how to be “real” in our relationships. 
 

Mon 17th June - Difficult People 

We all come across people whom we find difficult to deal with. This session helps 

us to identify those who are truly on our side and gives us the opportunity to dis-

cuss the best ways to handle difficult characters. 
 

Wed 3rd July - Love is something you do 

Is love simply something you feel, or is there more to it? We explore what it means 

to love with actions even when feelings aren’t present. The material in this session 

relates to relationships in all areas of our lives. 
 

Wed 10th July - Forgiveness 

Is it always right to forgive? Is forgiveness a reaction or a choice? Here we look at 

what true forgiveness is, what it is not, and what effect forgiveness may have on a 

person’s life. 
 

Mon 15th July - Living a life true to yourself 

At times we can find ourselves trying to be somebody that we just can’t be. This 

session encourages us to recognise when we are living our lives in an attempt to 

meet someone else’s expectations and encourages us to play to our strengths. 
 

Wed 31st July - The long walk home 

The story of  the prodigal son will prompt discussion on jealousy between siblings, 

forgiveness from parents, and whether it is always right to welcome the ‘wanderer’ 

back. It also explores the idea of God as a Father waiting for us to come home. 

Wed 7th August - Thieves of Joy 

Hankering after the past or longing for a better future - both will steal your present 

joy. This session looks at finding contentment and grasping happiness now. 

St Chad’s Extension 8-9pm 

 

Each session is totally                

independent of the others.  

So choose which ones you want 

to come to.  

You are of course welcome to 

come to all of them! 
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Christian Aid Week (12 – 18 May): ‘All mums should live’ 

Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to become a 
mum. Every day 10 women die from     giving birth. In Sawula 
district, the community struggle with a 
clinic which has no electricity and only 
two delivery beds.  

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her     
baby grows, it’s not joy that fills her heart, 
but fear. When Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata 
went in to labour, there were so few     
ambulances that Fatmata had no choice 
but to walk for three hours under the bak-
ing sun, to the nearest hospital. The journey was long and 
with every step  Fatmata struggled to keep walking.  

Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She 
died on the side of the road. She never gave birth.’ 

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth 
safe for mums and babies. Through our gifts and prayers, we 
can help give the world’s poorest mums a chance to live.  

This Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, please look out for the 
envelopes in church .  If our church raised £300, it could help  
provide a new delivery bed so more mums like Jebbeh can        
deliver their babies safely.  
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This month (31st May) the Church remembers the visit of the virgin Mary to 

her cousin Elizabeth. Both were pregnant, and the visit gives us a poignant 

glimpse of two humble, ordinary women, caught up in a great event that would 

shape world history.  Their trusting faith in God and total acceptance of His 

will, shine through. 

After Jesus is born, Mary fades into the background, and makes few 

appearances:  when she loses her Son in Jerusalem, when she urges Him to 

help the wedding party in Cana; and when Jesus gives her into the keeping of 

the beloved disciple when He is on the cross.    

Mary, chosen to be the mother of Jesus Christ, one who is both God and Man, 

holds a unique place in the history of mankind.  Down the centuries that have 

followed, the Church has paid special honour to Mary – and well deserved it is.  

“All generations shall call me blessed…”   
 

Visit 
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Glimpse 

Humble 
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Women 
 

Great 

History 

Trusting 

Faith 

God 
 

Acceptance 
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God in the Sciences   Love Me to the Moon? 

Do you know the story of little nutbrown hare? His father cared 
for him so much that the only thing big enough to describe his 
love was the enormous distance between the Earth and the Moon 
- and back again. It’s a wonderful story, but it pales into                 
insignificance compared to the love that the Creator of the entire 
universe has for each one of us.  
 

When Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he said that he prayed they 
would be able “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge”. So what sort of scale could you use to capture the 
size of a love like that?  
 

I have heard professional astronomers say it is impossible to keep 
the enormous scales of our universe in mind all the time and keep 
functioning normally. But every now and again it is worth trying 
to wrap our heads around these distances, and feel a sense of awe 
at our smallness compared to the vast distances of space.  
 

One way to connect more personally with astronomical scales is 
to consider the total amount of DNA in our bodies. This long thin 
chemical carries all the instructions needed for building and 
maintaining each cell – every tiny building block – in your body. A 
human cell contains two metres of DNA, coiled up very tightly. If it 
were possible to take this long thin molecule out of every cell, un-
roll it, and line up every piece end to end, how far would it reach?  
 

The average adult has about 3 trillion (3,000,000,000,000) DNA-
containing cells in his or her body. Multiplied by two metres, that 
makes around 6 billion kilometres of DNA, which is immense 
compared to the distance to the moon. The sun is around 150 mil-
lion kilometres from earth, so our DNA could take us there and 
back many times. Pluto is, on average, around 6 billion kilometres 
away from Earth, so with our string of DNA we could take a one-
way trip to the very edge of the solar system. 
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God is the Creator of the vast spaces of the universe, but when   
Jesus described how God cares for us He said that ‘even the very 
hairs on your head are numbered’. You could also say that He 
knows every molecule of DNA in your body. Jesus’ death on the 
cross showed that His love for each one of us is more unbreakable 
than the love of a parent for a child. So what might He say in to-
day’s language - I love you to Pluto and back? 
 

Written by Dr. Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at The Faraday Insti-
tute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the posi-
tive relationship between Science and Christian faith. 
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EMU (Evening Mother Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s  

for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 
 

Next event: Wednesday 22nd May 8pm at St Chad’s 
 

“Garniture de legumes de Irby“  How 

to create a sparkle to your dinner party 

with eye catching vegetable garnishes!  

By Jan DeBoorder  

 

Future Events : Wednesday June 19th 8pm at St Chads 

“Just a week in Costa Rica” Sue Turnbull & Linda Barley present 

a visual feast of the exotic creatures and birds 

envountered on their visit to Costa Rica.     

 

 

      ALL WELCOME  

International Dawn Chorus Day 2019 – 5th May 

This popular annual event is promoted by the 
Wildlife Trust and is the perfect opportunity for all 
nature lovers to gather at dawn to enjoy the song 
of their local birds.   

Nowadays Dawn Chorus Day is celebrated in more than 80 
countries, and even in parts of Antarctica and the Caribbean.  
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Still Life with Strawberries, Gooseberries and Asparagus:   
Adriaen Coorte 

 

The 6th Sunday of Easter is traditionally Rogation Sunday, when we 
give thanks for the fruits of the earth and pray for all who work on 
the land. Rural churches often celebrate nature’s cycle from seeds 
sown to crops harvested with Plough Sunday, Rogationtide, Lammas 
and Harvest.  
 
Jesus in His teaching pointed out the mir 
acle of that cycle in the seed – sown in the soil, but springing up to 
new life; a small beginning that becomes a great plant; a single seed 
that is multiplied. This month of May marks two seasons in that 
growth: the harvesting of asparagus and the gathering of strawber-
ries.  



15 

 

 
They are two signs of the fruitfulness of nature depicted in this 
beautiful, intimate painting that was given to the National Gallery 
two years ago by the Dutch collector, Willem van Dedem. It was 
painted in 1703 by Adriaen Coorte. We know little about him 
apart from the fact that he lived in Holland and has left us a gar-
land of  canvases, all displaying what has been called ‘a wondrous               
tenderness.’  
 
This painting is an ordinary, unpretentious scene. There is no 
moral lesson here, no symbolism: simply a depiction of the beau-
ty of creation in miniature. The bowl of strawberries and the 
bunch of  asparagus lie on a stone ledge with some gooseberries 
and a plum. Each a gift of nature to enjoy and share, and to find 
there a token of God, the giver of all good things. 
 
‘For everything there is a season,’ and in this month of May with 
Adriaen Coorte, we give thanks for this bounty of the earth and 
we pray for farmers and agricultural workers. But more than that 
– as the hymn tells us, ‘we thank thee then, O Father, for all things 

 Kneeling with body, mind and soul 
 

Some of us prefer to kneel for just about everything in 
church. People around us might sit - but we are kneelers!  
Time may have taken its toll though, and sadly the knees 
may not what they were. But if you visit different church-
es, you will find that not all of them have furniture de-
signed to help you kneel. 
Some have the wooden support so close to the pew back that you are ‘forced’ to perch 
your rear on the seat in order to physically fit. Others have the gap so wide you cannot 
reach the seat, so you have to kneel with a straight back.  Some don’t have anything to 
kneel on at all.   
But why do we kneel in church?  In church we’re continuing the actions of those in the 
Bible - both at worship and when addressing Jesus.  Just think of all those who knelt   
before Him to ask forgiveness or healing, or, like the single leper, to give thanksgiving.   

In the conscious presence of Almighty God, as we come before Him in worship and   
supplication, what can we do but we kneel with our body, mind and soul? 
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St Bartholomew’s and St Chad’s now 

have their own Facebook page. 

 

If you are already on Facebook it is easy 

to find and “like” the page. Just search 

for “stchadsstbarts” or “St. Bartholomew's Thurstaston, with 

St. Chad's, Irby” and you will find us.  
 

If you “like” the page you will receive notifications when we 

add events and other informative posts. 
 

From our page you can also share individual posts and events 

with others you may think would like to hear about us and 

our events. 
 

There have been small business cards around the church 

buildings which have details of our Facebook page too. 

https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/ 

             Julie Parmenter 

ONE OFF CHURCH CHOIR—Friday 10th May  

Thank you to all the choir who have volunteered for the choir for 

the Wedding , the practice went really well, the choir pews were 

full to overflowing and we raised the rafters! 

On the day please arrive at 12.30pm in your best outfits, in any 

combination of shades of pink, peach, beige, cream or white and go 

straight to the choir pews. Water bottles can be stored on the pew 

shelves, but remember no loos! Nearest loo Church Farm. 

Don’t forget your words, but if you lose 

them in the meantime, just let me know as 

I have spares, see you there. 

Happy Singing 

Julie  

Home 0151 648 6331 / Mobile 07599  186893 
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Please collect your Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  
 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and 
an envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wirral age UK are launching a 
new initiative called Joining  
Forces. This is a veterans  
project aimed at older  
veterans aged 65 plus. They 
will be based in Meadowcroft 
in Bromborough and are able 
to offer help and support in a 
number of areas including,  
Information and Advice, Health 
and Wellbeing and Reminis-
cence work also.  
 

Leaflets are available at both 

churches.  

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks to the Risen Lord’  
 

Not many university students are able to write Christian songs which become 
worldwide hits, but Don Emry Fishel managed it with his Alleluia No. 1.  Nearly 50 
years on, it is loved and sung by millions of Christians worldwide. 
 

Fishel wrote it in 1971, while he was a student at the University of Michigan and also 
music leader of a Roman Catholic charismatic community based in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.  These were the days of folk songs and guitars, and Alleluia No. 1 fitted the 
prevailing mood perfectly.  Written in E Major, it is ideal for guitar accompaniment. 
 

Mr Fishel became a freelance flutist, flute instructor and composer.  He was 
publications editor for the Word of God and Servant Music for a number of years, and 
then worked in computers for 25 years.  In 2008 he moved to Nashville and returned 
to music, teaching the flute. 
 

Alleluia No 1 was Fishel’s first song, written “rather quickly, in about an hour.”  It had 
four verses to begin with, but a fifth verse (which became the third verse) was added 
later, as he prepared for baptism.  As Fishel explained, he wanted the line ‘We have 
been crucified with Christ; now we shall live forever’ “to be the centre of the song.” 
 
Alleluia No. 1 was first published in the UK in Sound of Living Waters, in 1974. 
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

   
        FIRST CLASS FEET 
 

  Emma Cottrell 
           BSc (Hons), SRCh, MChS 

       STATE REGISTERED 
 CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
 
       Telephone 
Home Visiting Practice                    07899952687 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     

support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        

wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 

help make a real         
difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 

suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  

 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 5th May    9.30am  Family Service 
11.15am Holy Communion                Easter 3  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)              12th May       9.30am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Morning Worship            Easter 4  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)              19th May      9.30am Morning Worship 
11.15am  Holy Communion      Easter 5 
3.00pm Baptism 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)              26th May      9.30am Family Holy Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion Easter 6                                     
 
 30th May 
7.30pm Holy Communion                       ASCENSION  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)              2nd June      9.30am Family Service 
11.15 am Holy Communion Easter 6                                     
  

 
 

     Weekday Services  
 

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

 

 

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

 
Church Services May  2019 


