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God in the Sciences : Continuing the Celebration! 

On 13-20
th
 October this year many people around the world 

will be celebrating the Jewish festival of Tabernacles, or  
Sukkot. They will celebrate the Harvest, and also remember 
God bringing the Israelites out of Egypt and through 40 
years in the desert. 
 
The biblical book of Deuteronomy contains a description of 
what Tabernacles should have been like back then. 
“Celebrate… for seven days. Be joyful… you, your sons and 
daughters, your male and female servants, and the Levites, the foreigners, the 
fatherless and the widows who live in your towns.”  
 
These festivals were not just a celebration, but also an expression of gratitude 
to God: “celebrate the festival to the Lord your God...For the Lord your God will 
bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will 
be complete.” Tabernacles was a proper holiday, with two whole days off nor-
mal work and seven days of feasting. 
 
Farming looks very different today. Very few of us have had to sweat long hours 
over crops, so we’re not as ready for (or deserving of) a rest and a party as our 
ancestors were at this time of year. That might be even more the case in future, 
as the agri-tech revolution unfolds. For example, small autonomous tractors are 
already becoming available that do less damage to the soil and make better 
use of steep or oddly shaped fields.  
 
Many arable farms already hire contractors to do the routine work with large 
specialist GPS-equipped machinery. In future years those people might find 
themselves using very different kinds of high-tech kit, acting more as land-
management advisors, helping farmers to gather data and to find ways of im-
proving soil quality, biodiversity and the water cycle. 
 
I’m very grateful for the food that arrives on my shelves. Instead of worrying 
about whether or not we earned it, our modern-day Tabernacles or Harvest cel-
ebration could include ways of encouraging those involved in agriculture and 
developing new agricultural technologies, as well as enjoying how we can learn 
about and benefit from God’s creation through Science.  
 
So, after you celebrate Harvest at church, why not follow it up with a trip to a  
local farm this month? Why not learn from the ancient Israelites, and follow it 
up with a meal together? It stands to reason that those of us who live in     
countries where food is plentiful and cheap could do with being proportionately 
more generous in our gratitude and giving. Should we throw better parties? 
Probably!  
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All things come from You, and of Your own do we  
… not give back much!  

 

Jesus taught a great deal about money and its dangers.  Most of His 
parables concerned money in one form or another.  He used the word 
‘Mammon’ to describe a false financial god, saying “You can’t serve 
God and Mammon.” 
 
So, a right attitude to money is essential for Christians.   
 
Until we are released from the straitjacket of putting money before 
God, that blocked soul-artery will impede our way to God. 
 
Once we are liberated from the control money has over us, we can be 
lavish in our giving – with a sense of exuberance.  St Paul puts it like 
this: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   
 
St Paul spent ten years raising funds for the impoverished Church in 
Jerusalem where there was a serious famine.  The little and very poor 
Church in Macedonia gave way beyond their comfort zone.  The 
relatively wealthy Church in Corinth gave little by comparison.  Paul 
contrasts them.  Miserable Corinthians; joyful Macedonians.  
 
Giving is fun. 
 
Christian giving becomes something that we share privately with 
Jesus.  In Matthew Jesus taught that when we give, we should not let 
even our left hand know what our right hand is doing. 
 
God is generous to us, so when we are generous, we share a secret 
with Him. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by 
His poverty might become rich.” 
 
So - giving money away makes you happy! 
 
Giving to God is giving back what He has already given to us. 
It’s not the quantity, it’s the percentage of what we have. 
A right attitude to money is vital for Christians.   
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He gave us eyes to see them:  
‘A Basket of Roses’ by Fantin-Latour 

 
Thomas Moore wrote a haunting, melancholy song called ‘The Last Rose of 
Summer.’ It is about love and friendships passing as the blossom wilts and 
summer turns to autumn. Perhaps we know that feeling as we see the 
leaves falling and the nights drawing in. But autumn is also the season of 
harvest celebrations when we rejoice in the goodness of Creation. The last 
rose of summer may die, but there is still much for which to give thanks to 
God. 
 

We sense that in the bountiful array of roses that is this month’s painting in 
the National Gallery. Fantin-Latour, a French artist who died in 1904, was 
famous for the beauty and realism of his paintings of flowers. Here in ‘A 
Basket of Roses’ of 1890, the flowers tumble onto the table, a rich gather-
ing of white, cream, apricot and pink blossom.   
 

Roses are traditionally signs of love, and that is at the heart of Thomas 
Moore’s song. White roses stand for the purity of love, red for its sorrow, 
and gold for its glory. Other poets may come to mind as we think of roses: 
the author of the Song of Solomon or Robert Burns. This painting has its 
own poetry. The roses have been brought into a Victorian drawing room, 
but their perfume and beauty call us back into the garden where they grew 
in all their magnificence and splendour. 
 

Each harvest we gather flowers, fruits and vegetables from our gardens 
and fields to proclaim the goodness and generosity of God. In the same 
century as the artist Fantin-Latour, Fr Faber wrote over 150 hymns praising 
the God of creation and the God of our salvation. One hymn has the verse: 
  
‘How wonderful creation is, 
The work that Thou didst bless; 
And, oh! what then must Thou be like, 
Eternal loveliness!’ 
 

That is our theme as we ponder these roses and 
think of the Harvest Thanksgivings we shall offer in church this autumn. 
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A prayer for morning… and for evening 

 

O God, who divides the day from the night, separate 
our deeds from the darkness of sin, and let us continu-
ally live in your light, reflecting in all that we do your 
eternal beauty. 

 

O God, who gives the day for work and the night for 
sleep, refresh our bodies and our minds through the 
quiet hours of night, and let our inward eyes be di-
rected towards you, dreaming of your eternal glory. 
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EMU (Evening Mother Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s  

for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 
 

Next event: :  

Wednesday 16th  October 7.30pm  at  

St Stephens Church Prenton 

Talk by Joan Colwell (Mothers’ Union Action  and Outreach) 

 

       ALL WELCOME  

 

On Sunday, October 27th  the clocks will go back by 

one hour at 2am, 

meaning we will gain one hour of sleep and it will be 

lighter in the mornings. 
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Leprosy Mission Boxes. 

 

It is time once more to collect the Leprosy Mission Boxes. 

I would be most grateful to all members of both congregations, if you 

could return your boxes to either church, from where they will be    

collected and returned. 

Unfortunately this form of giving seems to be less popular, and the  to-

tal collected each year has steadily decreased. Please may I remind 

you that a one off donation at any time of the year would be most wel-

come. 

Your gift will be used to help those still suffering from Leprosy, bringing 

healing, hope and- dignity to their lives. Leprosy is a dreadful but   

curable disease. 

Thankyou, in anticipation, of your continued help to the Mission. 

If you require any further information as to how you can help the 

amazing work of the Leprosy Mission , please contact me,  

Pat Hulme on 538 1953. 

 

Saturday, 19 October 2019,  
10am - 12noon  

at Jean Heath's, 'Barnstables', 233 Irby Road 

 

All Welcome to a  
COFFEE MORNING  

FOR THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY  

with Bring & Buy and Craft Stall 
 

Please return House Boxes either to Church from Sep-
tember or bring them to the Coffee Morning 
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 
 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 
 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     

support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        

wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 

help make a real         
difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 

suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

Mandy’s Helping Hands 

Domestic help, cleaning,  
ironing, shopping,  

driving to appointments, 
 

No job too small 
 

Mandy 07714 836362 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  

 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

 
St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           6th October    9.30am  Family Service  
11.15am Holy Communion               Trinity 16  
            HARVEST   
 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          13th October    9.30am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Morning Worship            Trinity 17  
 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          20th October      9.30am Morning Worship 
11.15am  Holy Communion                   Trinity 18 
 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           27th October     9.30am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion            Last Sunday of Trinity                                        
       BIBLE SUNDAY  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           3rd November     9.30am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion   St Michael and all Angels  
                                      

 
 

Weekday Services  
 

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

 

 

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

 
Church Services October  2019 


