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“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  

(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  

no later than  23rd January  

The views and opinions expressed in the       

articles in this magazine are those of the     

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 

 

“Cross Talk Subscription for 2020 is £6” 

 

These are now due for 2020.  If you see your deliverer please pay them. 

Alternatively either post a cheque for £6.00 payable to Thurstaston PCC, 

to St Chad’s Church Office, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH  

or pay on-line at 

40.52.40 00018674, putting your surname and mag subs as reference. 

 

 

□I enclose £6 and would like to continue to have Cross Talk delivered to 

my house 

□I no longer wish to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 
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Christmas Services  

Please see page 27 for a list of all  

Christmas service  

 

Notorious 

Various dates in  December and January  

See page 7 
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From Your Rector                                                        

Dear Friends,  
 

Wake up! It’s Christmas! 
 

Do you remember the excitement of Christmas Eve when you 

were a child? There was so much to look forward to the next 

day, and when you went to bed that night, probably later than 

usual, you were buzzing with excitement. Eventually you fell 

asleep and then the next morning you were woken by either a 

sibling or a parent, saying ‘Wake up! It’s Christmas!’ 
 

As we get older the excitement of Christmas probably fades 

somewhat and we perhaps feel overwhelmed by all that has to 

be done and worn out by the busyness around us. But still it is 

good to ‘wake up to Christmas’ in the sense of becoming 

conscious again of what the Christmas season is all about. 
 

What are we celebrating really? The coming of the Saviour of 

the world, born as a little babe in the stable at Bethlehem. 

God’s salvation plan coming to pass, and the opportunity for us 

to be brought into relationship with Him again. These are 

wondrous truths, and we need to wake up again to the meaning 

of Christmas. 
 

Bethlehem was a busy place when Christ was born. The inns 

were full, with visitors returning for the census, there was no 

room for the young couple from Nazareth. In the busyness 

many must have missed what was happening right before their 

eyes that night as the babe was born. The greatest event in 

history but because they were not ‘awake’ they missed it! 
 

Don’t be asleep this Christmas time. Don’t be so busy that you 

fail to notice the significance of what we are celebrating. Let 

the wonder of it capture your heart again and create in you a 

sense of gratitude and thankfulness for all that God has done 

for you. The Saviour has come, rejoice and be glad! 
 

God Bless You,  Revd Jane 
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The News Quiz for 2019 
 
How well did you read the News this year?  Try this quiz and find out… 
 

1.  What is a Gillet jaune?  
 

2.  The famous fashion designer Karl Lagerfield died this year leaving his £150 million 
fortune to Choupette. Who or what is Choupette?  
 

3.  In March an aeroplane left London City airport flight with number BA3271 to Du s-
seldorf. Where did it land? 
 

4.  Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky won the Ukrainian Presidential election in 
April. What was his job before the election?  
 

5.  There was a serious fire at Notre Dame in April. Who wrote a book in 1831 about 
the cathedral and to draw attention to the restoration it then needed?  
 

6.  What is Pteridomania?  The Victorians had it.   
 

7.  Blackpool Tower celebrated its 125th anniversary in May 2019. What landmark 
inspired it? 
 

8.  Which former member of the cabinet was named after a battleship? 
 

9.  Which country has coins nicknamed loonie and toonie? 
 

10.  Politicians talked about red lines. What was the thin red line?  
 

11. What would you use a French press to make? 
 

12.  In July we were told to look out for a “Painted Lady Summer”. What is that? 
 

13.  What were male members of the RAF allowed to grow this year that that they 
have never previously been allowed? 
 

14.  What were seasiders advised to stare at to stop them stealing chips and bother-
ing them?   
 

15.  Which person has the following titles in other languages? (All one person) 
Leading Star 
The Son of the Big Boss  
The Sun Looks at Him in a Good Way 
The Helper of the Cows (literally he whom the cows love so much they call for him 
when they are in times of distress)  
 

16.  Which territory did Donald Trump say he was interested in buying for the US? 
 

17.  Where would you find a small copper and an Essex skipper?  
  
18. What did Goldsmiths, University of London, ban the sale of to try to fight global 

warming? 
 

See Page  14 for the answers 
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God in the Sciences: The Incarnation: fearfully and wonderfully made 
 
My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, 
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
before one of them came to be.   Psalm 139:15-16 
 
You began life as a single cell. For a few hours you were a miniscule but highly 
complex blob of jelly, until it began to divide: two cells, four, eight, sixteen, a ball, a 
hollow ball, and then something more recognisably like a living organism. You 
were still tiny, but developing a nervous system, a head, a body, arms and legs.  
 
Until recently I hadn’t thought much about Jesus 
being an embryo. Somehow, I find that thought 
even more shocking than His birth. How could 
God, who made the universe, have become some-
thing so completely and utterly vulnerable? May-
be in the past, when the development of a child 
happened in ‘secret’, it was possible just to let 
that part of the Christmas story go untold.  
 
Today, when we see images of a developing child, or even embryos outside the 
womb, it is harder to ignore the process of Jesus developing into a baby. The       
incarnation meant that God’s Son went through all the stages in the diagram in 
my developmental biology textbook: ‘zygote’, ‘morula’, ‘blastocyst’, implantation, 
and so on.  
 
Jesus was there in the beginning, and all life owes its existence to Him.  But in-
stead of remaining aloof, He chose to become one of us. The Son of God shared the 
same kind of DNA as every other organism on the planet. He knows what it feels 
like to have a body, to feel hungry and thirsty, pain and pleasure, dark and light.  
 
In Psalm 139, the writer is meditating on God’s intimate knowledge of Him, which 
began when He was an embryo. There is nothing God doesn’t know about Him, 
and even darkness cannot obscure Him from God’s sight. The incarnation means 
that God’s intimacy with us now extends even further. He became one of us, lived 
alongside us, and shared our very fragile material nature.  
 
The transcendent God is also immanent, longing for us to relate to Him as Father. 
He became as fragile as we are so He could rescue us from the messes we so often 
find ourselves in. With His help, we can remember what it means to be fearfully 
and wonderfully made. 
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He gave us eyes to see them:  
Gauguin’s Portrait of a Breton Girl at Prayer 

 

During this year we have been exploring the wealth 
of paintings in the National Gallery in London. Each 
year the Gallery has exhibitions highlighting the 
work of one particular artist, and until 26 January 
there is a major exhibition, ‘Gauguin Portraits.’ It  
celebrates in paintings and sculptures the life and 
work of Paul Gauguin (1848-1903). He is best 
known for the art he painted when he fled Europe to 
live in Tahiti in the South Seas. But from 1886 to 
1891 he lived in rural Brittany at Pont-Even. 
 

This month’s painting is from those years when Gauguin was influenced 
by folk art and impressed by the simple faith of the Breton peasants. He 
has captured that faith in this painting of a Breton girl at prayer. His own 
catchphrase was ‘I shut my eyes in order to see.’ The girl has her eyes 
closed as she offers her prayers, but we sense that the inner eye of her 
heart is open in trust to God’s will for her.  
 

At this time of the year children step into the limelight of church and 
school life with nativity plays. They invite us to journey with them in that 
same simplicity and trust to Bethlehem, just as St Francis of Assisi invited 
the people of Greccio to a cave outside the town in 1223. As they looked 
into the cave, they saw the animals and the hay, and in the centre, a new-
born babe. St Francis talked to them of the simple message of God’s love 
revealed in all humility and openness in this birth of the Christ-Child. He 
invited the people to respond with those same gifts. 
 

As we look at this painting, we see something of the simplicity and trust 
called of us, whether young or old. Too often as we get older, we find our 
lives weighed down by responsibilities and pressures. We find time is 
swallowed up in the busyness of this season, and somehow we lose that 
innocence and simplicity of life.  
 

But, pondering the Christmas story and pondering this painting, we can 
put our hands together and pray for that openness and childlike trust. Fr 
Faber wrote a hymn with the lines: 
 ‘If our love were but more simple, 
 we should take him at his word; 
 and our hearts would find assurance 
 in the promise of the Lord.’ 
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Every Day is Christmas 
by Anonymous 

 
Every day is Christmas 
when you have the kind of mind, 
That stores up all the goodness 
and the sweetness it can find 
When you don't need an occasion, 
to spread a bit of cheer, 
But just keep on a-giving, 
of yourself throughout the year 
 

Every day is Christmas, 
with a gaily wrapped surprise, 
When you to see the friendship, 
in someone else's eyes. 
When you try a little harder, 
and complain a little less, 
Holding fast to all the fervour 
of the faith that you possess 
 
Every day is Christmas, 
when you've found that you can be 
More concerned with words like "you" 
and less with "I" and "me". 
When it's fun to do a favour, 
and to lend a helping a hand, 
When being understood means less, 
than when you understand 
 
Every day is Christmas, 
with a beauty deeply cast, 
When you find it doesn't matter, 
if you're first or if you're last 
When you can face your conscience, 
and be glad of what you are, 
Then every day is Christmas, 
with a stable and  star. 
 
Poem submitted by Pat Crick along with the following note:- 
“I wondered if you would like this poem for the magazine. I came 
across it many years ago, when I used to entertain with poetry read-
ings. In these materialistic times, it just might strike a note.” 
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Experience the Joy of Advent 

‘Fear not: for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.’  Luke 2:10 
 
Advent starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas 
(which this year is 1st December).  The word ‘Advent’ 
is from the Latin word ‘adventus’ meaning 
’coming’.  Sometimes called ‘Little Lent’, it’s a time to 
prepare our hearts for the future Second Coming, as well as the birth of Christ.   
 
We celebrate the season with advent calendars and candles (symbolising Christ as 
Light of the world). 
 
Here are seven simple tips to help you experience and share the joy of Advent! 
 
1. Connect with your inner child:  Think back to the time when you were a child, 
on the simple things that made you happy at Christmas.  Focus only on the good 
and feel the joy of Christmas come flooding back! 
 
2. Keep it simple:  This year, go for gifts and cards that share the meaning of the 
season, shop early and stay within your budget. 
 
3. Be people focused: Remember the story of Mary and Martha – keep meals    
simple and allow yourself time and space to focus on enjoying the company of your 
guests. 
 
4. Make Room for Jesus: Take some time at the beginning of each day to read your 
Bible, meditate on Scripture and pray. Focus on giving thanks to God for His gift of 
Christ to the world and for all He has done for us.   
 
5. Me Time: God wants us to prosper in body, soul and spirit, so try to eat healthy, 
don’t overindulge, take time for long walks and enjoy the good and simple things 
in life!  
 
6. Wear a smile and share the Joy!  Finally, being joyful is a choice, it’s not about 
your circumstances. So, decide to be thankful this season. Wear a smile, act and 
talk positively, do small things with great love, be on the lookout for opportunities 
to do good to people.  Give to the homeless, visit the sick, or take gifts to lonely 
neighbours.  
 
7. If people ask you about your joy, don’t be afraid to share your faith. Simply    
explain to them that ‘Christ lives in my heart, and He can live in yours too.’ 
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'Tis the season for Angels!  

Angels make a big appearance in the story of Christmas, but over 

the next few weeks other kinds of angels will be making 

appearances throughout the country, on streets and inside 

nightclubs.  
 

Teams of Street Angels and Club Angels will work hard this 

month to help to keep communities and people, especially within 

the night-time economy, safe.  
 

At an hour when most of us are safe at home in bed, these 

volunteer angels will be out on patrol, offering people in need 

some flip-flops or a plaster, a bottle of water or time to chat.  

They will make a massive difference as a result. 
 

Paul Blakey, founder of Street Angels, tells how earlier this year 

one of the Street Angels teams came across a young man 

holding his head and kneeling over, very dazed, having had his 

head bashed against a wall. “The team took him to a safe hub 

and left him. Three months later this same man came to say 

‘thank you for saving my life’. It turns out the safe hub team had 

got him to A&E and a brain scan revealed a bleed on the brain.  
 

“We are called to be angels! We can all be God's hands and feet, 

delivering good news of great joy through words and action.  We 

can all take the time to look out for others. We can all ask God to 

make his Kingdom known through our daily living. 
 

“So, this Christmas do pray for our 

teams out on the streets and in clubs.  

Or maybe you could even consider 

volunteering - take a look at 

www.streetpastors.org/locations/wirral/  

 

Meanwhile, if you are going on a night 

out yourself, have a SafeNightOut.party 

(see next page)  
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Answers to the News Quiz of 2019 
 
1.  A Gillet jaune is the yellow reflective vest French drivers have to carry by law in their 
cars. It became associated with protest.  
 
2.  Choupette is a cat, a very rich cat. 
 
3.   It landed in Edinburgh by mistake. 
 
4.   He was a comedian. 
 
5. The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo 
 
6.  Love of ferns. 
 
7.  Eiffel Tower in Paris. 
 
8.  Penny Mordaunt was named after the Arethusa-class cruiser HMS Penelope. 
 
9.  Canada. The loonie is the type of bird featured on the dollar coin. Toonie refers to 
the two-dollar coin. 
 
10.  The Thin Red Line refers to an episode in the Battle of Balaklava during 
the Crimean War. Around 500 men of the 93rd (Sutherland Highlanders), aided by a 
small force of 100 walking wounded, 40 detached Guardsmen, and supported by a sub-
stantial force of Turkish infantrymen, led by Sir Colin Campbell, fired at 
the Russian cavalry.  
 
11.  Coffee 
 
12.  Lots of butterflies. 
 
13.  Beards. 
 
14.  Seagulls. (Please do not try this at home. It probably does not work!) 
 
15.  HRH Prince Charles 
 
16.  Greenland. It was not for sale. 
 
17. They are butterflies. You might find them in a churchyard. 
  
18.  Beef 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arethusa-class_cruiser_(1934)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Penelope_(97)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Balaklava
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/93rd_(Sutherland_Highlanders)_Regiment_of_Foot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walking_wounded
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Campbell,_1st_Baron_Clyde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry


15 

 



16 

 

 

 

 

EMU (Evening Mother Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s  

for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 
 

 

December—No Meeting  
 

Future Events  

January 29th The Potting  Shed.  

Please speak to Jayne Oliver if you wish to come along  

 
 

       ALL WELCOME  
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Please collect your Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  
 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and an 
envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

Bartholomew’s and St Chad’s now have 

their own Facebook page. 

 

If you are already on Facebook it is easy 

to find and “like” the page. Just search 

for “stchadsstbarts” or “St. Bartholomew's Thurstaston, with 

St. Chad's, Irby” and you will find us.  
 

If you “like” the page you will receive notifications when we 

add events and other informative posts. 
 

From our page you can also share inSt dividual posts and 

events with others you may think would like to hear about 

us and our events. 
 

There have been small business cards around the church 

buildings which have details of our Facebook page too. 

https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/ 

            Julie Parmenter 
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 
 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 
 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     

support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        

wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 

help make a real         
difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 

suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

Mandy’s Helping Hands 

Domestic help, cleaning,  
ironing, shopping,  

driving to appointments, 
 

No job too small 
 

Mandy 07714 836362 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  

 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

 
St Bartholomew’s           St Chad’s  

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)                1st December       9.30am  Family Service   
11.15am Holy Communion       Advent Sunday   
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)      8th December     9.30 am Holy Communion 
11.15am Morning Worship            Advent 2  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)             15th December     9.30am Morning Worship  
11.15am  Holy Communion    Advent 3            
                                     
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)             22nd December     9.30am Nativity     
11.15am No Service            Advent 4  
3.00pm Carol Service   
 
4.00pm + 5.00pm Crib Service      24th December         
11.15 pm First Communion of Christmas Christmas Eve 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)             25th December     10.30 am Family Communion 
     Christmas Day  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)     29th December   9.30 am Morning Worship 
11.15am Holy Communion      Christmas 1  

 
 
 

     Weekday Services 
Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 

ALL WELCOME 

 

Baptisms and Weddings 

To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 

  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  

 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 

 

CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 

Church Services December  2019 
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Sunday Services 
 

 
St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  

 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           5th January      NO SERVICE  
10.30am Covenant Service         Christmas 2   
at Irby Methodist   
11.15am Holy Communion    
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          12th January        9.30 am Holy Communion 
11.15am Holy communion                      Epiphany 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          19th January      9.30am Morning Worship 
11.15am  Holy Communion                Epiphany 2  
 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           26th January       9.30am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion                   Epiphany 3                                         
 
 

 
Weekday Services  

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

No Service Wednesday 1st January  

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

See inside Cover for December Services  
 

Church Services January  2020 


