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“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  
(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  
no later than 21st January      

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles in this magazine are those of the    

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 
views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 

 

“Cross Talk Subscription for 2021 is £6” 
 

These are now due for 2021.   
To subscribe either post a cheque for £6.00 payable to Thurstaston PCC, 

to St Chad’s Church Office, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH  
or pay directly into the bank account  

Sort code: 40.52.40 Account no: 00018674 
 putting your surname and mag subs as reference. 

 
 

□I enclose £6 and would like to continue to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 
□I no longer wish to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 
 
Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________ 
 
Tel. No. (optional)______________________________________ 
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From Your Rector                                                        

Epiphany for today 
 
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from 
the East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is the one 
who has been born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).  
 
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, are we 
asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us how we can 
find Him in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they bowed down and 
worshipped Him…and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.’ (2:11). 
 
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to 
rule over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is 
on the throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will 
we crown Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to 
Him? 
 
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly 
king, but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s 
people and so this gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and 
prayer. Will we offer our praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us 
through the uncertainties of this time? 
 
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s 
birth and life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was 
offered myrrh on the cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we 
face the sufferings of this New Year, we can be confident that Jesus 
knows and understands our experience. Are we ready to trust Him? 
 

‘Glorious now behold Him arise,  
King and God and Sacrifice!  

Heav’n sings Hallelujah:  
Hallelujah the earth replies.’  

(‘We Three Kings’). 
 
Wishing you every blessing for 2021, 
 

Revd Jane 
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The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a 
former communications director for the CofE, considers the New Year ahead. 
 

Five things I’d like to see in 2021 
 
I keep hearing people say that 2020 was a ‘year like no other.’ Friends have been 
writing a special journal recording the year, so they can pass it on to their 
grandchildren. Others just want to leave 2020 behind and look to a happier new 
year. 
Both reactions are completely understandable. But I’ve been looking ahead to 2021 
and thinking about the five top things I’d like to see in the year ahead. I wonder if 
you’ll agree with them or not? Maybe you could put together your own list. 
 
Let’s make sure the vaccines are distributed fairly and speedily. Those who 
need the vaccine most urgently should receive it first, with a fair system for 
ensuring everyone else can be vaccinated quickly and efficiently. We need to 
ensure that everyone receives the vaccine wherever they live in the world – from 
the poorest to the richest. Especially, in those parts of the world where there is war, 
and people are living as refugees. 
 
Let’s learn the lessons of the pandemic – not just going back to how life was, as 
quickly as possible. Many of us learnt to appreciate our family so very much more – 
especially when we could not be with them for months on end. We learnt lessons 
about how important our neighbours and local businesses are, how precious our 
NHS, medical researchers, care providers and other frontline workers are. Let’s not 
forget them. 
 
Let’s value nature. Those of us with gardens, or with parks or fields nearby, have 
been massively blessed. I’ve learnt to pay attention to birdsong, to the changing 
colours of the trees, and how unexpected plants have taken root in our garden. 
Pets have played a major part in helping us endure the lockdowns, especially for 
people who live alone. May we all learn to value the natural world on our doorsteps 
in the year ahead and beyond. 
 
Let’s bless technology.  Without the use of the internet, meeting people ‘online’ or 
keeping in touch via email, Facetime or other technologies, 2020 would have been 
a whole lot tougher. Churches across the country moved their Sunday services 
online, and soon adapted to a different way of worshipping – not the same, but still 
helping us to worship together and see familiar faces. Let’s continue to give thanks 
for the science that made that contact possible in 2020. 
 
Let’s value our church family. Imperfect we may be, like any family. But the 
months without being physically able to worship with them, share communion with 
them, sing alongside them have been hard. I value so much how many churches 
have risen to the pandemic challenge and sought to serve their communities in all 
kinds of ways. May we take all this experience into 2021 and build upon it. 
 
Whatever 2021 holds for you and all those that you love, I pray that you may know 
the love of God in your life, and be able to pass it on to others. 
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The Christmas story carries on into the New Year, with 

Epiphany and the arrival of the Wise Men, led by the 

Star in the East. Through the eyes of faith, they saw 

Messiah in that small baby, and worshipped him, giving 

gifts that foresaw his life and work. New Year is also a 

time of new beginnings for us – resolutions about diets 

and paying the bills and doing better at work...  Happy 

New Year! 
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We must become a  
‘simpler, humbler, bolder Church’ - Archbishops  

 
The momentous events of 2020 will have a “profound effect” on the 
future of the Church of England and our wider society, the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York have said. 
 
In a recent joint address to the General Synod, Archbishops Justin Welby 
and Stephen Cottrell said the Church of England must adapt and put its 
trust in God to become a “simpler, humbler, bolder Church." 
 
The archbishops’ comments came as they addressed the first online 
sitting of the General Synod following a legal change to enable it to meet 
remotely amid the coronavirus restrictions. 
 
They outlined how the coronavirus pandemic and its economic fallout are 
providing the backdrop to huge social changes - here and around the 
world.  
 
They also singled out how the Black Lives Matter movement and the 
publication of the IICSA report on abuse had exposed the Church’s own 
failings and the need to change. 
 
Archbishop Justin told Synod: “2020 will be a year that registers in 
memory and in history. It can be compared with 1929, with 1914, with 
1989.  
 
“We are aware that this is a year in which huge changes are happening 
in our society and consequently in the Church. 
 
“For let us be clear, there is no possibility of changes in society failing to 
have a profound effect on the shape, calling and experience of mission in 
the Church.” 
 
Outlining the dramatic events of 2020, he added: “These crises are not 
signs of the absence of God but calls to recognise the presence of the 
kingdom and to act in faith and courage, simplifying our life focusing on 
Jesus Christ, looking outwards to the needy and renewing in our cells 
our call to wash feet, to serve our society and to be the 
Church for England.” 
 
Archbishop Stephen went on to outline the work of groups set up to 
discern how the Church of England might respond and change in light of 
the recent challenges. 
He told Synod: “If we put our trust in God, and if we learn to love one 
another, then I believe we can become a simpler, humbler, bolder 
Church, better able to live and share the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
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World Leprosy Day - 30th January 
 
It is not just Covid-19 that makes other people want to avoid us. Up to three 
million people worldwide are living with leprosy, a disease that can separate 
sufferers from their loved ones for years.  
 
Someone is newly diagnosed with leprosy every two minutes, and millions of 
people suffer crippling deformities. 
 
Leprosy Mission was founded to help defeat this terrible disease, and to 
transform the lives of its victims. Nowadays this established Christian charity is 
a global network active in 34 countries across the world. 15 countries have a 
high burden of leprosy; Leprosy Mission works in 11 of them. 
 
Leprosy Mission works closely with governments, local communities, partner 
health organisations, the World Health Organisation, local NGOs, local churches, 
and Christian partners.   
 
And – you can help!  This month you can pray, make a donation, or even consider 
working with Leprosy Mission.   
Visit https://www.leprosymission.org/get-involved 

Time to prepare for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:   
18th – 25th January 

 

This year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been prepared by the Monas-
tic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme, “Abide in my love and 
you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp 
Community’s vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the 
human family. 
 

For 2021, the sisters are inviting churches across the world to enter into their 
tradition of prayer and silence that is rooted in the ancient traditions of the 
Church catholic. 
 

Today the community has 50 sisters, spanning different generations, Church tra-
ditions, countries and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living para-
ble of communion.  
 

Each year Christian Aid provides the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian Unity’ with 
‘Go and Do’ action points for each of the daily reflections – linking into the im-
portant work of Christian Aid in the relief of poverty and advocacy of justice. 
 

More at:   
https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/ 

https://www.leprosymission.org/get-involved
https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
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How many more waves? 
 
As the days are dark, and winter still stretches ahead, many of us find the prospect of 
more restrictions for months to come even harder than when we first went into 
lockdown. 
 

After nine months of coronavirus, we are emotionally drained. We are financially 
drained.  We are lonely, depressed, frightened, and facing deep uncertainty, from job 
losses to health problems to relationship breakdown. We are running out of steam, and 
the virus is still going strong.   
 

There is a strong parallel in all this with the ancient book of Job and his experience of 
loss and pain. Like Job, we are discovering that we are not always entitled to health, 
wealth, and happiness; and like Job our suffering inexplicably goes on and on. Like the 
irritating moralising of Job’s comforters, the constant critique of the media only seems 
to make things worse. And, like Job, our minds are incapable of totally grasping the 
meaning of all this suffering. We need hope. 
 

Job was deprived of everything, yet even in his despair he never lost his belief that God 
was there. Occasionally an indestructible hope burst forth like a ray of light in the 
darkness of his pain. “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand 
on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.’ (Job 
19:26).  
 

But the truly transformative moment for Job came when, instead of seeing his situation 
in front of God, he finally saw God 
in front of his situation. Then, even 
in the intensity of his suffering, the 
greatness of the Almighty eclipsed 
the problem. That is the revelation 
we need. 
 

In this sad and weary time lament 
is therapeutic, and we can be 
completely real with our Father in 
Heaven. Yet in our lament, the path 
to rekindling true hope lies in the 
possibility of focusing on the 
character and immensity of God. 
Greater is He that is in us than the 
pandemic that is in the world.   
 

Join in with the ancient words of 
Psalm 42: ‘Why are you downcast 
O my soul? Why so disturbed 
within me? Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise Him, my 
Saviour and my God.’ 



13 

 

Prayer for New Year 2021 
 
Dear Father God, 
 
Here we are, nervously wobbling on the brink of this New Year. All our hopes, 
expectations, plans and possibilities for last year stolen by the relentless pandemic. 
The landscape of our lives has been shaken and changed, Lord. Nothing is the 
same. Normality has been redefined. 2020 was a year like no other. How dare we 
move into the uncertainty of 2021? 
 
Lord, we dare – because of the one, wonderful certainty we do have – that You 
have been with us through it all. Thank you that You sent Jesus to save us, to offer 
us that bigger reality of life for all eternity – if we put our trust in Him, Jesus, who 
never changes. 
 
You promise that You will never leave us or forsake us. We will be able to navigate 
the challenges lie ahead, if we keep our eyes on Jesus, our compass; if we trust 
His Holy Spirit to lead us, however strange and unfamiliar the days of 2021 may be. 
You are with us! You are with us! You are with us! 
 
Thank you, Lord of the years, that You know and love each one of us, and that we 
are safe in Your hands. We can go forward. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 
(An acrostic poem where the first letter 
of each line spells out the title of the 
poem) 
 
Heaven’s gift of another year 
As the old departs and the new is born, 
Plans for a future and a hope 
Preparing us for each new dawn. 
Yesterday has gone forever, 
 
New days and ventures lie ahead, 
Even darkness turns to light 
When we make the Lord our head. 
 
Yielding to the Holy Spirit 
Ever mindful that He’s there, 
As we live our lives before Him 
Rejoicing in His loving care. 

 
By Megan Carter 

2021 

At the passing of time I’m aghast 
Another New Year coming fast! 
Can it be that much worse 
Or more of a curse 
Than this horrible year that has passed? 

By Nigel Beeton 

A New Year’s resolution-prayer  
– following in His footsteps 

 
Almighty eternal, just and merciful God, 
grant us the desire to do only what 
pleases you, and the strength to do 
only what you command.  Cleanse our 
souls, enlighten our minds, and inflame 
our hearts with your Holy Spirit, that we 
may follow in the footsteps of your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
St Francis of Assisi (1182 – 1226)  
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God in the Sciences:  
A Scientist’s Letter to the UK Church: Power, love and self-control 
 
I want to share a message of hope that Christians in 
the sciences around the world can bring to the church. 
Dr Francis Collins, who leads medical research in the 
US, spoke earlier in the pandemic about his faith and 
his hope in God to help us through this time. He         
expressed the grief that so many are experiencing,     
described an intensity of scientific work he has never 
experienced before, and shared his conviction that he 
is in exactly the right place just now - serving God with 
science. He is holding on tight to the words of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘for God 
gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.’  
 

Power  
In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul encourages his friend to ‘fan into flame the gift 
of God’ that is in him. I am thankful that scientists like Francis are using their 
own particular talents to understand this virus, and to help prevent or treat 
infection. The things they discover are not just useful, but at times they can 
also display the beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 
 

Love 
A scientist shows their love for God, for people and for the rest of creation 
through their work in the lab. One scientist described his experiences to me: 
“I study God’s fingerprints in His creation to learn more of Him and the 
world He placed us in and to learn how we should take care of it and each 
other…I pray for inspiration and insight into how His creation works…and 
that He provides the opportunities to give the glory to Him.” 
 

Self-Control 
It is largely our own and others’ selfish actions that can turn one animal’s 
friendly virus into our own species’ personal nightmare. Thankfully Jesus’ 
suffering, death and resurrection are the solution to evil. Our ultimate and 
certain hope is that one day all Creation will be renewed. We can also have 
hope for today, that God is with us in our suffering. When we respond in pos-
itive ways to painful events, that is evidence that Jesus is alive and working 
in our lives.  
 
Science will not solve all our problems, but with God’s help and wisdom we 
can use the tools of science to serve him and love others. Let’s pray together 
for the strength to cope, and for an end to this pandemic.  
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GOD IN THE ARTS  The hidden years  
 
When St Paul wrote about the birth and humanity 
of Jesus to the Philippians, he described it as an 
emptying and a humbling. Jesus humbled Himself, 
he wrote, ‘and became obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.’ In obedience and love 
Jesus followed the will of His Father through His 
ministry from baptism to the cross and Easter     
beyond. 
 

But what about that period called ‘the hidden 
years’, after the Holy Family’s return from Egypt? 
The Gospels tell us of only one event in that period 
leading up to adulthood: the pilgrimage to Jerusalem when Jesus was 12. 
For the rest of those 30 years, He lived with Mary and Joseph ‘growing in 
wisdom and in divine and human favour.’ Just as He followed His heavenly 
Father’s will in His ministry, so in these growing years He followed the  
guidance and teaching of Mary and Joseph. 
 

This month’s painting highlights one moment in those years of growth: ‘St 
Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la Tour. ‘Highlights’ is the right word, 
because this painting captures the strong contrast of light and darkness. 
Georges de la Tour lived from 1593 to 1652 in Lorraine. He was part of a 
Franciscan-led revival in that area, and this work from the 1640s captures St 
Joseph and the Christ-Child with Franciscan tenderness and insight.  
 

We can see the tools of Joseph’s trade on the ground. He leans over them, 
hard at work on a piece of wood. Jesus is sitting by his side, his face lit by the 
candle, which lights up the carpenter’s shop. As well as contrasting light and 
dark, there is the contrast of young and old, and the thought that the child 
learning from the old man is also the one who can teach us. De la Tour was 
particularly fascinated by light and shadows cast by a candle or a lantern. 
Here the artist shows the candlelight illuminating the face of the child Jesus 
who will grow up to the Light of the world. 
 

As this New Year begins, we can think back to the light from the Bethlehem 
manger we celebrated at Christmas. We can look ahead to the light shining 
from the adult Jesus through His teaching and healing. Here in these hidden 
years, we can celebrate the light of wisdom and divine favour, as Luke calls 
them, shining on the face of the child Jesus. We pray for that light to guide us 
through this New Year. When the way ahead may look dark and uncertain, 
let us pray that God’s light will make clear the path ahead. 
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St Bartholomew’s and St Chad’s  

on Facebook 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/ 
 

If you are already on Facebook it is easy to find and “like” the page. Just 
search for “stchadsstbarts” or “St. Bartholomew's Thurstaston, with St. 
Chad's, Irby” and you will find us.  
 
If you “like” the page you will receive notifications when we add events 
and other informative posts. 
 
From our page you can also share individual posts and events with 
others you may think would like to hear about us and our events. 
 
Please do share this page with your friends. 
 
You do not have to be on Facebook to view our posts.
         
We also have a Twitter Feed:- 

 
@StBartsStChads     
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 
 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 
 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     
support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        
wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 
help make a real         difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 
suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

Mandy’s Helping Hands 

Domestic help, cleaning,  
ironing, shopping,  

driving to appointments, 
 

No job too small 
 

Mandy 07714 836362 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  
 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

 
 
 

Please collect your  
Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  

 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and 
an envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding, please telephone the Rector,  

Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816   
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

  8.00am 
St Bart’s 

9.30am 
St Chad’s 

11.15am 
St Bart’s 

*ZOOM 
ONLINE 

Wed 10.15am 
St Chad’s 

(following the 
Sunday) 

Jan 3rd  BCP Holy 
Communion  

Morning  
Worship 

  Holy  
Communion 

(6th) 
Jan 10th  
  

  Holy  
Communion 

 

Morning  
Worship 

 

6.30pm 
Evening  
Prayer 

Holy  
Communion 

(13th) 
 

Jan 17th  
  

BCP Holy 
Communion  

 

Morning  
Worship 

 

  6.30pm 
Evening  
Prayer 

Holy  
Communion 

(20th) 
Jan 24th 
  
  

   Holy  
Communion 

 Holy  
Communion 

 6.30pm 
Evening  
Prayer 

Holy  
Communion 

(27th)  
Jan 31st  
  
  

 Morning 
Worship 

 

 Holy  
Communion 

6.30pm 
Evening  
Prayer  

Holy  
Communion  

(3rd Feb) 

JANUARY 2021 
All services subject to Government permission for churches to be open! 

Don’t forget to book your seat  
Details on front page of our website   

contact Parish Office if you need further information. 
 

*Zoom details available by emailing rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 

Sermon on Facebook 
continues as throughout pandemic, posted after Service in church. 


